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DEDICATION 


This Book is dedicated to my wife Rani, who has served as my helper and co-worker, 
in God’s service for the last fourteen years. 


It has not been easy for her to leave her beloved family and Pakistani culture and go 
out into the unknown world to serve the Lord, firstly in the Sultanate of Oman, then 
Australia, Thailand, knowing very soon we have to go back to serve the Lord in 
Pakistan, a country just recovering from the recent assassination of the President Zia 
and now having nominated the first women Prime Minister to rule over a 
predominantly Muslim country. 


(Since this book was first published, the Prime Minister mentioned above has been 
replaced by another one, in this ever changing world of politics [He too has now been 
replaced] in this never certain world we live in.) 


It is my desire that in reading this book, you will feel a conviction to serve the Lord 
more and more, in whichever area of the Lord’s work; He has called you to become 
involved. 


In serving your employer, work as if unto the Lord, who by His grace has provided the 
work for you to do. 
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In all things remember to lift up the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, whilst remaining a 
humble person yourself, not allowing pride or other worldly desires, to cause you to 
move away from the divine grace of Jesus Christ. 


In all things, and in all situations, be a living example, worthy of the name of Jesus 
Christ, as you show the pure love to all those around you, both believers and 
unbelievers alike. 


FOREWORD 


New Light Ministries are pleased to release the revised fifth edition of the fourth book 
in the series by Rev. Jeffry David Camm, called: - OUT OF DARKNESS. (Available 
in English, Thai and German Translations) 


The book is a collection of sermons and teachings given by Rev. J. D. Camm, an 
ordained minister, evangelist and engineer, who preaches and teaches in many 
countries, to spread the good news of Jesus Christ. 


It is our hope that in reading these sermons and teaching notes you will feel the need 
to go back and check the Scriptures for yourselves, to verify that what is being said 
indeed comes from the Bible. It is of course then necessary for each individual reader, 
upon finding that in fact the statements are true, to decide if they are strong enough as 
a Christian, to put these truths into practise in their own individual lives. 


For those readers who are not familiar with Rev. Camm’s previous writings, the 
following is a list of books presently under publication through New Light Ministries 
and available from the address shown on this web page publication. 


The Gifts, Administrations and Offices of the Holy Spirit. (Available in English 
and Thai translations.) 


This is a book which examines the role and the effects of the Holy Spirit in the 
Church, as related in the Old Testament, in the life of Jesus Christ, in the life of the 
early church, and the life of the churches today. 


In Search of the Truth. (Available in English) 


This book challenges people to examine their own specific religions and look for the 
real truth. It examines the Jewish faith, Islam, Buddhism and clearly indicates where 
each shows the way to the truth in the Son of God and how we should follow Him. 
The book identifies from the Koran where Muslims are told to “obey God and follow 
Jesus” and is a must for all Christians who wish to have accurate knowledge enabling 
them to evangelise and witness to Muslims. 


On the Potters Wheel (Available in English) 


Before each individual person accepted Jesus Christ into their lives, satan was the 
potter, who shaped their being and was responsible for a lot of their actions. After 
salvation, the old mould has to be broken and a new mould created, with Jesus Christ 
as the potter. This book takes up this theme, in the life of the author himself, and how 
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the acceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ into his life had a dramatic effect on the work 
and future responsibilities he would have to encounter. 
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A CHRISTIAN 


To be a Christian to many people, means different things, so we have many different 
grades of Christians in the world today, as they go about their daily lives, placing 
emphasis on different areas of the Christian doctrines and teachings, depending upon 
where they live, which church they go to, or their own individual levels of spiritual 
faith and development. 


To a Jew, in olden times, the Christian was a person who had “missed the mark”, a 
follower of a criminal, who had been crucified, (because only criminals were crucified 
in those times). 


To the Jew, these people were an affront to their accepted religion and to their GOD - 
so they had to be eliminated. 


Around the world today, there are many different attitudes about what a Christian IS, 
and what a Christian SHOULD BE. 


In Ireland, we see the Catholics & Protestants (so-called “brothers in Christ”) killing 
each other in almost continuous battles for the last 100 years. 


In Lebanon, we see Christians and Muslims killing each other, to gain worldly power 
over their own country, in direct contradiction to the Scriptures, which tells us that the 
Lord raises up kingdoms and people into authority, and we should honour God’s 
choice, not try to change it and become one of Satan’s pawns, in Satan’s continual 
battle against God Almighty, for supremacy of this earthly kingdom. 


We see the Israeli people today, believers in the God of Abraham, fighting and killing 
their Palestinian brothers, who they say, are not entitled to a piece of the “PROMISED 
LAND”. 


In fact the Jewish people today, according to those same Scriptures, have also lost 
their right to the promised land, because they failed to recognize the visitation of the 
Lord Jesus Christ in their midst some 2,000 years ago. 


It is unfortunately not a nice picture I am painting, about how we started 2,000 years 
ago — with the Lord Jesus Christ, teaching us to LOVE ONE ANOTHER—where 
we are today, and what we have become today, some 2000 years later. 


Jesus said in JOHN 13:34:- 
“A new commandment I give unto you, that you love one another, as I have 
loved you.” 
JOHN 3:16 says:- 
“God so loved the world that He gave (up) His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth on Him shall not perish, but have everlasting life.” 


5,000 years ago, God Almighty entered into a covenant with Abraham, a righteous 
man. This covenant was a blood covenant, which means it is binding, even unto death, 
by either or both parties. 
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To prove that this covenant was real:- Abraham was prepared to offer up his son Isaac, 
as a living sacrifice to God, at His command, to prove that his love and obedience to 
God was far greater than his love for his own son, whom God had promised to 
Abraham in his old age, from his barren wife Sarah. 


God Almighty, on the other hand, as His part of the binding covenant, was prepared to 
create miraculously a child, allow it to live and gain intelligence and suffer the same 
temptations as man, here on earth. 


God Almighty, (like any father) was so proud of His son’s birth, that He sent angels to 
tell the shepherds, near Bethlehem about the birth and a great celebration took place in 
Heaven, with angels singing in the Heavens. 


God was so proud of His Son that when Jesus Christ was baptized by John in the 
River Jordan, God the Father sent the Holy Spirit, the third part of the Trinity of God, 
down to earth, in the form of a dove, to witness the event and to confirm to the world 
who Jesus Christ really was and is. 


We know from the Scriptures, in the account of Noah and the ark, that the return of 
the dove to the ark signified the beginning of a new world for Noah, his wife, their 
three sons and their wives. 


We also know that with the beginning of the ministry of Jesus Christ that a new 
situation and a new revelation of God’s teachings had come to the Jewish people and 
to the world at large. 


From all these things we can see that GOD’S LOVE WAS SO GREAT FOR HIS 
SON. 


But God’s love was far greater for mankind, than for His Son. That is why God the 
Father, was prepared to sacrifice his PERFECT SON in our IMPERFECT PLACE, 
on the cross of Calvary. 


So if we profess to be CHRISTIANS, we have taken upon ourselves a loan. We have 
borrowed from God, life eternal in paradise, and we have started to live out its 
benefits now, here on earth. 


Everybody knows that if you take out a loan from the bank, you must make regular 
interest payments, if you wish to keep a good credit rating - otherwise, you are taken 
to court and declared bankrupt, because you could not pay your debts. All of your 
possessions are taken and sold to pay to the creditors you owe the money. 


It is also the same with the loan you have taken from God. 


God the Father expects you as Christians, to make regular interest payments, for the 
cleansing and redeeming blood of Jesus Christ. 


But you say:- “Pastor you are in error, the gift of everlasting life is free, you don’t 
have to pay for it.” You, of course are right, but let me answer you like this:- 


Jesus said:- “If you LOVE ME, keep my commandments.” Jesus did not say one 
of them, or, some of them, but all of them !!! 
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Therefore the interest payments come in many forms, both physical and spiritual. 


God Almighty expects there to be fruit generated from His people, as referred to in John 
15:16 and God expects this fruit to be perfect and remain. After salvation there should be a 
visible change in one’s actions and concerns. 


1. Redemption Fruit 


This is also called the “Fruit of repentance”. A clear indication that a person has put 
aside their old lives and ways and truly repented of their sins. This should be followed 
by water baptism, as defined in Acts 1:8 and the reception of the infilling and 
manifestation of the Holy Spirit. The Old Testament clearly shows the pattern to be 
followed:- Out of Egypt (and slavery to sin), into the River Jordan, (burying the old 
life behind us, under the water) and into the Promised Land. This is the picture and 
pattern of the Old Testament. 


We must follow this pattern if we wish to enter into the new covenant, through the 
blood covering of Jesus Christ and His resurrection and ascension to everlasting life. 
The new covenant requires interest payments (fruit) in several ways. 


2. Physical Ways 


God the Father expects us to give of our time to the Lord, to serve Him and to be close 
to Him, through prayer, Bible study and fellowship with other believers. 


5s Tithes 

The Scripture says that a minimum of 10% of all your earnings belong to God, so that 
He can bless the remaining 90%, so it does not melt away on unsound investments or 
purchases and disappear. 

4. Offerings 

Spontaneous giving for the needs you see around you or feel should be made. If you 
see someone in need of food, and you say you will pray for them, instead of providing 


them with the food, you are not following the Scriptures, nor is there true compassion 
in your heart. Jesus said :- “It is better to GIVE than to RECEIVE.” 


5. Exhibit the Fruit of the Spirit 


Gal. 5:22 lists the fruit of the spirit as:- LOVE, JOY, PEACE, PATIENCE, 
KINDNESS, GOODNESS, FAITHFULNESS, MEEKNESS, GENTLENESS, SELF 
CONTROL. 
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The fruit of the spirit are listed in PRIORITY ORDER, but they are also what we are 
to exhibit and to achieve in our own lives. The Scripture in 1 Cor.13:13 says :- .... 
faith, hope and love, but the greatest of these is LOVE. 


If LOVE is the greatest gift, then the fruit of the spirit are listed in priority order— 
from the HIGHEST to the LOWEST. So let us examine the fruit of the spirit in 
ascending order, so that we can commence to grow spiritually and become a good 
Christian, in God’s eyes, not just the eyes of men. 


week? LOVE 
HKKKXO TOY 
we DRACE 

veka 7 PATIENCE 

eR G KINDNESS 
wee 5 GOODNESS 

eee A KATTHFULNESS 

mackie 3° VIE EKNESS 


EEE ED CRNTLENESS 


‘eka | SKELK CONTROL 


Many Pastors tell their congregations that they have to love their brothers & sisters in 
the congregation - and that is very true. But if you are not taught “how to” reach a 
stage of spiritual development, whereby you can exhibit God’s AGAPE LOVE, then 
your striving is all in vain. 


We have to start at the beginning, just like a baby, and learn the easy things first, 
before we can ascend onto more difficult and complex spiritual matters - so we start in 
reverse and build up to the ultimate goal - LOVE. 


5.1. SELF CONTROL 
Self control - the ability to control your physical body from saying and/or doing things 
which you KNOW ARE WRONG, in accordance with God’s laws and ideals. The 


ability to overcome some of your bad habits of your past unsaved life. This is the first 
fruit of Repentance, and the first step towards spiritual perfection. 
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5.2. GENTLENESS 


Gentleness - the ability to act in a non violent manner, no matter what the 
circumstances. This coupled with SELF CONTROL allows us not to loose our 
tempers and say things which we are sorry for later. Gentleness can only come after 
God has given us the power through the Holy Spirit to master self control. A person 
who has a gentle spirit is able to reduce anger and anxiety, in firstly themselves and 
then in others. 


5.33. MEEKNESS 


In the famous sermon on the mount, Jesus himself said, as recorded in Matt. 5:5. 
“Blessed are the meek (the humble ones) for they shall inherit the earth.” 


Jesus was in fact quoting from Ps. 37:11 which says:- “But the meek (in the end) 
shall inherit the earth, and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace.” 


In a meek man there can be no pride, for pride comes from satan and will limit the 
ability of the person to love Jesus Christ, in his brothers and sisters. 


Ps. 95:6 says:- “Come let us worship and bow down, let us kneel humbly before 
our maker.” 


James 4:10 says:- “Humble yourselves- feeling very insignificant, in the presence 
of the Lord and He will exalt you. He will lift you up and make your 
(insignificant lives) seem significant.” 


5.4 FAITHFULNESS 


The Scripture says that FAITH comes by HEARING and HEARING by the WORD 
OF GOD. FAITHFULNESS is the PUTTING INTO PRACTICE in one’s life, the 
faith you have read and studied in God’s Holy Word. 


In the Scriptures relating to the story of Jesus, Peter and the boat, we can see that the 
faith which Peter had in Jesus Christ was WORTHLESS whilst-ever Peter stayed 
sitting inside the boat. It was only when Peter stepped over the side of the boat onto 
the water that his faith started to be used and his faith took on any spiritual value. 


Like Peter, we have to learn to STEP OUT IN FAITH, believing God to perform the 
miracles which are written in His Word. 


5.5 GOODNESS (Works) 


In James, it says that FAITH without WORKS is dead. So GOODNESS is the 
works which result from putting your FAITH in God, into PRACTICE in your daily 
life situations. 
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5.6 PATIENCE 


After reaching this far in your spiritual development, you are ready to adjust your 
relationships with, and to other people, both believers and non-believers alike. 


Despite what they say to you, or about you, God will, through your reliance on His 
Holy Spirit’s power, give you the ability to endure whatever they say or do to you, and 
be still able to show and exhibit God’s grace and favour towards them. 


5.7 PEACE 


Peace is the inner spiritual knowledge, that you are walking in the perfect divine 
SUBMISSIVE WILL of God Almighty and that your future is completely in His 
hands, despite whatever the physical worldly surroundings and trials may seem to be. 


5.8 JOY 


Joy is the outward expression of the Love of God in your life. It also means that you 
really understand what the word JOY stands for:- 


[J] =JESUS FIRST 
[O] = OTHERS SECOND 
[Y] = YOURSELF LAST 


When you have come to realize that this is the secret to good Christian living, God 
will give you a joyous heart, which will bubble over with kindness, under-standing 
and compassion, for those people around you, who the Holy Spirit can see are hurting 
deep inside. 


5.9 LOVE (Agape Love) 


Love is the culmination of all of the previous sections. But it contains that extra 
ingredient AGAPE LOVE. This is that special type of love, which can suffer hurts, 
disappointments and sorrows, but not change into bitterness or hate, under any 
circumstances. 


It is said that an evangelist speaking at a gathering in England many years ago was 
confronted by a man with a sword, who threatened to cut him into a thousand pieces, 
if he did not stop preaching about hell and sin and where we would go at judgement 
time, if we had not accepted Jesus Christ as our personal Saviour. 


The evangelist replied to the man something like this:- “Yes I believe that with that 
sword you could cut me up into a thousand pieces, but I tell you before this 
congregation and before God Almighty Himself, that each piece will still continue to 
love you and pray for your salvation.” 
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When you exercise your faith in God, put it into PRACTICE, by showing no fear 
under attack from the enemy (satan working in man), you are able to exercise self 
control, gentleness and kindness, which culminates in that perfect AGAPE LOVE 
Jesus Himself was able to show to His accusers. 


In the above story, the man did not attack as he had threatened, but under the powerful 
anointing of the Holy Spirit upon the evangelist, he was convicted of his sins, he knelt 
down in front of the whole assembly and gave his heart to Christ. 


[L] = Love - it does not compete with anything. 

[O] = Overcomes - it does not destroy. 

[V] = Virtually - virtually every heart has love in it, waiting to be 
released. 

[E] = Everything - looks and feels better when love is in it. 


After we have mastered all segments of the fruit of the spirit, we are then able to use 
mightily the GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT that have been bestowed upon us, 
each one of us, when we received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, as recorded in Acts 
2:38. 


Apostle Paul said that it does not matter how many of the Spiritual gifts you can use, 
they are completely worthless, in God’s eyes, if there is no LOVE in them. 


This clearly indicates that it is very important to concentrate on the manifestation of 
the FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT, in our lives, if we are to be chosen to be a vessel for the 
Lord to use, for showing His Power and His Glory here on earth. 


In conclusion, being a Christian, is being TOTALLY IN LINE with the written Word 
of God, at all times, and in all circumstances. We can only ever achieve this if we 
become disciplined in our daily reading of the Word of God, praying to the Lord in 
Spiritual tongues, and in the understanding, and be ever listening to His calling upon 
our lives, by being obedient to that calling, without considering the costs to our lives, 
or the lives of our families, in worldly terms. 
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STEPS TO SPIRITUAL GROWTH 


Throughout the world, over the last 13 years, Rani and I have been blessed to see 
more than 15,000 people come to the front of various churches, stadium revival 
meetings and/or Full Gospel Businessmen’s meetings, to accept the salvation truth of 
Jesus Christ. 


They have come because they recognized that their lives needed to be changed and 
that JESUS CHRIST is the answer they have been looking for. 


All of these people have taken their FIRST STEP TO SPIRITUAL GROWTH, but 
unfortunately for many of them, how they proceed from there, depends upon other 
people, church organizations, Christian teachers and their particular church pastors. 


The Bible as the Guide 


The Bible gives clear indications about how God Almighty, wants us to grow in 
spiritual matters. 


Surprisingly, this sometimes is quite different from how some religious organizations 
want you to grow, who should tell you what to do, and who controls your spiritual 


life. Christians must become aware of God’s rules and follow them always !!! 


In doing any Bible study, the student must realize that there are four (4) basic rules 
which each student must follow if they wish to grow in the spiritual realm:- 


RULE No. 1 


The aim of any Bible study must be to provide you with a sound foundation on which 
you are to build a STRONG and SUCCESSFUL CHRISTIAN LIFE. 


Hosea 4:6 says:- “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge, because they 
have rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest of 
me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy 
children.” 


We know in a worldly sense, that if an object is destroyed, it is of no use to anybody. 
The Holy Spirit is saying, through the words of the prophet Hosea, that as God’s 
people, we are of no use to Him, if we do not have the real knowledge from His 
Word and are not prepared to put it into practice in our own physical lives. This has 
been confirmed by Jesus Himself, several times in the Scriptures. 


Matt.28:18-20, referred to as “the great commission”, given by Jesus, gives us a clear 
instruction about our priorities and how we should do things. 


Firstly Jesus makes a CLAIM and then a DIRECT ORDER. Jesus claims that God 
the Father has transferred ALL POWER AND AUTHORITY in Heaven and in earth 
to Him. Therefore God’s Word must come first in our lives, because it is the very 
essence of the divine revelation of Jesus Christ. We must search it, analyze it, 
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understand the initial, then later the deeper meaning of God’s Word, so that we can 
become a better person, and in so doing, God can be glorified in our individual and 
our collective lives. 


In verse 19, Jesus COMMANDS us to GO and TEACH all NATIONS, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost (Holy Spirit). 


In some translations it says:- GO and make DISCIPLES of ALL NATIONS. 


Many church organizations recognize the first part of this commandment, given by 
Jesus, they GO and they lead people to Christ. But that is not making a DISCIPLE out 


of that person. 


Let me try to explain this with an example:- When you join the army, first you have to 
go to “boot camp”, where you are taught the very basic rules and regulations about 
army life. This is sometimes six months ‘BASIC TRAINING’, taught by qualified 
instructors, who are trained to impart knowledge to a person, who does not know 
anything about army life, army drills, army weapons, or army promotions. Only after 
the person has graduated from Boot Camp, is he transferred to a regular unit of the 
army, to perform regular army duties, as he is now considered sufficiently trained to 
be promoted to the second step. 


In_the newly confessed Christian, the SAME PROCESS OF TRAINING IS 
NECESSARY. !!! 


Christian leaders, teachers and elders must realize that they have to provide specially 
trained INSTRUCTORS, to teach newly confessed Christian BABIES the very basic 
teachings, about how to change their present sinful lives and practices, into a life 
which is more acceptable to Jesus Christ. 


We need to put the Christian babies through a “SPIRITUAL BOOT CAMP”, so that 
they are equipped with the basic rules and concepts upon which they can commence to 
grow as new Christians. We have found that many Christians, (who have been 
Christians for many years) still do not know and understand God’s basic plan for their 
salvation and the salvation plan for the whole world. Without the SPIRITUAL BOOT 
CAMP TRAINING, many Christians fail to grow to a place of the second step, 
because they do not have a solid spiritual foundation upon which to place their 
learning. 


Remember:- A building is only as good as its foundations. If the foundation is poorly 
designed and/or badly constructed, the building will eventually start to sink, crack, 
and fall down. 


If a Christian does not have a good spiritual foundation upon which to build his/her 
life, then further teaching will not benefit that person, in the long term, as cracks will 
start to appear in their spiritual buildings (lives) also. 
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RULE No.2 


Verse 20 says:- “TEACHING them to OBSERVE ALL THINGS I have 
commanded you.” 


In the army boot camp, you are shown HOW TO take a rifle to pieces, HOW TO clean 
it, HOW TO put it back together again, so that your rifle will be a piece of equipment 
that will function correctly at all times when you need it. The important thing to 
realize is that the INSTRUCTOR (teacher) does all his teaching by EXAMPLE. He 
shows you HOW TO do it first, then you are allowed to try to do it yourself, as 
practise, while he looks over your shoulder, giving advice, encouragement and 
correction if necessary. 


Likewise the CHRISTIAN TEACHER for Christian BABIES must teach them by 
showing them HOW TO do things. 


A new believer may have a different understanding of what “he” thinks a Christian 
should be, because he has been looking at the life of Christians around him, and he 
has been basing his thoughts on HOW they live THEIR CHRISTIAN LIVES. 


This could be a GOOD EXAMPLE or a BAD EXAMPLE, depending on the 
individual Christian that was chosen by the new believer, as the “IDEAL CHRISTIAN 
EXAMPLE”. 


It is important for the Christian leaders to realize that they must PRACTISE (show 
how) what they PREACH (teach), so that the new Christian babies have good ideal 
examples to follow. 


Of course we all know that the PERFECT EXAMPLE is Jesus Christ Himself, but the 
new believers cannot see Him face-to-face, they have to see Him in our lives, as we 
live out our daily lives, trying to glorify Jesus Christ in everything we say or do. 


Christian teachers must also teach the new Christian babies HOW TO study the Bible, 
HOW TO look up Scriptures, HOW TO identify promises in God’s Word for their 
lives, HOW TO put these promises into practise in their own individual lives. 


John 15:16 says:- “You have not chosen me, but I have chosen you and ordained 
you, that you should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain”. 


Many people say that they decided to become a Christian. This is not what the Bible 
says. Jesus says:- “I, Jesus Christ, chose you to become a Christian, and I ordained 
you (commissioned you), (charged you), to go and become a spiritual orchard, bearing 
much spiritual fruit.” 


If your life has not changed since you became a Christian, if it has not 
CONTINUALLY IMPROVED, since you became a Christian, you have not followed 
the commandment of Jesus Christ, to GO and BEAR FRUIT THAT REMAINS. 


We see in many orchards, (where the orchard owner is a little lazy) that the trees are 
nice and green, many flowers come onto the branches of the trees to form fruit, but 
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what happens to the fruit next ??? The bees come, the flowers are pollinated, the fruit 
commences to form, and then ??? 


Insects come, plagues come, lack of correct or insufficient fertilizer, or water, prevents 
the fruit from growing to its full size and so it drops to the ground, to rot and die. 


JESUS CHRIST DID NOT ORDAIN US TO BEAR FRUIT WHICH FALLS TO 
THE GROUND TO ROT AND DIE !!! 


Jesus Christ did not ordain us to bring people to the front of congregations for 
salvation, just to see them fall by the wayside later, due to lack of knowledge. 


Jesus Christ gave us a responsibility to ensure that our fruit remains. 


Every new believer which comes to the front of a congregation, or revival meeting, or 
Full Gospel Businessmen’s meeting, comes as a result of somebody’s efforts, they are 
SOMEBODY’S FRUIT. 


Each Christian is responsible for his fruit, individually, and also collectively, for the 
fruit of each church. 


RULE No.3 


Develop a plan for studying the Bible, at home, on your own, or with other members 
of your family, to search out the Scriptures for God’s promises for you. 


There are many ways to study the Bible, all of which are successful, for different 
individual Christians, so it is not for me to say which method, you, as an individual 
Christian should choose. 


In a further chapter in this book I do outline a method which I have found to be 
successful in my own particular life, so if you wish to try this method you are more 
than welcome, and the blessing is that it has no copyright attached to it, so go ahead 
and try it for yourselves. 


In addition to your own private Bible study at home, I encourage every Christian to 
become involved with their local home fellowship group (or cell group), to share what 
God is doing in your own individual life, to lift up the faith of other Christians. 


At these home fellowship meetings, there is an opportunity for the whole church, 
through small closely knit groups, to study a topic which the pastor and/or teacher, 
assigned to be responsible for teaching, at the cell group level, is led by the Holy 
Spirit to prepare. 


The RESPONSIBLE TEACHER/PASTOR for cell groups, should prepare the 
teaching material that is to be taught at each individual cell group, by the cell group 
leader. 


In this way, each cell group receives the SAME INSTRUCTIONS from the Holy 
Word and the WHOLE CHURCH is able to grow at the same pace. 
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RULE No.4 


Adopt a POSITIVE ATTITUDE to spiritual growth. Hebrew 6:1-3 says:- “Therefore 
leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not 
laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith towards 
God. Of the doctrine of baptisms, laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the 
dead, and eternal judgement. And this will we do, if God permits.” 


When Apostle Paul was writing his epistle letter to the Hebrews, he considered laying 
of the foundation Scriptures to be:- 


e foundation of repentance 
e faith towards God 
e the doctrine of the baptisms. 


(Notice baptisms is plural, indicating that Apostle Paul was teaching, as part of his 
foundation teaching, that there was more than one baptism.) 


e laying on of hands 
e resurrection of the dead 
e eternal judgements. 


Then in verse 3, he has the revelation that we will only be able to proceed past this 
point in our spiritual development, “IF GOD PERMITS.” 


Many Pastors and Teachers have quickly passed over this small verse, but in it lies the 
basic secret to true spiritual development. 


When we go to school, we receive teaching on various subjects and at the end of each 
year we are given a yearly final exam, to see if we have learnt sufficient from the 
teaching, to be allowed to move up to the next level of teaching, or the next grade. 


Jesus Christ loves us very much, and He allows us to be tested, through trials and 
tribulations, to see if we have learned enough, (SPIRITUALLY) to be allowed to 
move up to the next grade of spiritual development. 


As is the case in the school situation, as we progress to higher levels of learning, we 
are given more responsibility and are considered to be more developed in 
understanding the things which go on around us. Likewise in the spiritual realm also. 


AS we progress to a higher level of spiritual understanding, we are required by God 
Almighty, to understand more and more the spiritual battles which are taking place 
between Satan and God for the lives of everyone here on earth. 


But you say:- the Scriptures says that Satan is defeated when Jesus rose from the dead 
and was victorious over death. This of course is absolutely true, but the following 
example may more clearly explain what I am trying to say:- 


In the days when Jesus walked the earth, the Jewish nation had been defeated by the 
Romans, they were a conquered nation. But to make sure that they stayed conquered, 
the Roman Empire sent a garrison of troops into the Jewish nation, to maintain their 
victory over the Jewish nation. Sometimes the zealots tried to defeat small bands of 
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the Roman legion, in guerilla attacks, to try to overcome the victory, which had taken 
place upon their nation previously. 


In the spiritual realm it is the same. Satan is most surely defeated by the victory of 
Jesus Christ, but Satan, through his principalities and powers of this world, will try, 
through guerilla attacks of pride, lust, money and other means, to overcome his defeat, 
by removing individual Christians from the influence of Jesus Christ, back into the 
influence of Satan. 


We, as mature Christians, are the victorious army, which Jesus Christ has left here on 
earth, to maintain his victory over Satan and to ensure that all people of the earth, in 
all nations are told this wonderful soul saving truth. 


So in conclusion, let us see if we can draw a picture which will show how we 
progress, or what limits our spiritual growth and development. 


In the following example, I want to try to show you that God’s knowledge and power 
are similar to a large water reservoir. We are able to tap into this reservoir and to 
receive from it. The only thing which will restrict our flow of water from the 
reservoir, will be the size of the pipe and the number of taps, or limiting valves which 
have been placed between you and the reservoir. 
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God's source of the Holy Spirit Power 
and of knowledge for us to call upon 4nd 
use for His glory 


Dimensions of 
source is unlimited 


FIRST RESTRICTION 
Knowledge of God's Word 


SECOND RESTRICTION 
Spiritual understanding 
of God's Word 


THIRD RESTRICTION 
Putting God's Word into 
practise in each of our 
own individual lives 


FOURTH RESTRICTION 
The closeness or nearness 
of each of us to God, 
through Jesus Christ 


RESULTANT FRUIT 

[|] +— The fruit that remain, is a direct result 
of your faith and is a direct result of 
your personal relationship with GOD 
through JESUS CHRIST our LORD 


THE LIMIT OF OUR EFFECTIVENESS AS CHRISTIANS 
DUE TO OUR LEVELS OF SPIRITUAL UNDERSTANDING 
AND OUR APPLICATIONS OF THIS KNOWLEDGE 
INTO OUR DAILY LIVES 


The above illustration clearly indicates what are the obstructions which limit our 
ability to make all of the knowledge and power, which is freely available from God, 
able to be manifested in our lives. 


We have to take POSITIVE ACTION to ensure that these obstructions are always kept 
completely removed, so that there is a continual flow of power and knowledge from 
the source, and not just a dribble of a few drops. 


In closing this chapter, I would challenge each and every reader, to look again at the 


diagram and truthfully see if all the obstructions are open in your spiritual lives. If 
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they are not then I encourage you to do something about cleaning out the blockage and 
changing that situation. 


THE HIDDEN KINGDOM 


While Rani and I were overseas, taking a group of young Thai children on a trip to the 
USA, we were fortunate enough to travel to Alaska in 1988 and for me to preach in 
the Chinese speaking church in Anchorage, whose pastor is Khun Vichai’s father (a 
beloved saint from Thailand). Both he, his family and all of the congregation send you 
their warmest love and best wishes. 


They were very pleased to hear that a church has started here in Pattaya, Thailand and 
have pledged to pray for your success in winning many souls to Christ in Thailand. 


While we were in the United States we also went with Vichai and the Thai children to 
visit Wat Thai, (a buddhist temple) in Los Angeles and the abbott gave each child a 
key ring for them to bring home to Thailand as a souvenir. 


The interesting thing about this souvenir is that it has an American | cent coin 
embedded into it, on which is written the words:- “INGOD WE TRUST”. 


It seemed strange for us, as Christians, that a Buddhist temple would use this 
statement as part of their souvenirs, because from my understanding of Buddhism, 
they do not believe in the sovereignty of God Almighty, as we Christians’ do. 


As Christians, many people believe that at some day in the future, Jesus Christ shall 
appear for all to see and establish His kingdom here on earth. Many Christians believe 
this, because that is what they have been told by their pastors and they have never 
taken the trouble to examine the Word of God for themselves, to verify the 
truthfulness of the statements told to them. 


This morning I want to tell you about the Hidden Kingdom of Jesus Christ here on 
earth, which is here right now, for all people to become part of, to share in, and to 
protect from destruction. 


In Thailand it is very easy for you to understand about kingdoms, as you have been a 
kingdom for many generations. You know that the king has certain powers given to 
him by the parliament, there is an official residence of the king and when the king is 
in residence, the national flag and the king’s flag shall be flying from the palace roof. 


You also know that the king has an army to protect his borders from attack from 
foreign forces, and that is why the Thai forces have been fighting in Ban Rom Khlao, 
in Phitsanulok province, during the last few months. 


I have said that we want to see, from the Word of God, that Jesus Christ has a 
kingdom here on earth, right now and that we can be part of it. 


If Jesus Christ has a kingdom here on earth then He must have power and authority to 
rule here on earth at this point of time. 
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Matt 28:18 says:- “AND JESUS CAME AND SPAKE UNTO THEM SAYING, 
ALL POWER IS GIVEN UNTO ME IN HEAVEN AND IN EARTH.” 


If this statement is not true today, then Satan has not yet been defeated and our 
salvation is not guaranteed. 


But we know that satan is defeated and our salvation is guaranteed. How do we know 
that satan is defeated ? 


Matthew 12.22-28 says:- “Then was brought unto Him one possessed with a devil, 
blind and dumb, and he healed him insomuch that the blind and dumb both spake 
and saw. And all the people were amazed and said. Is this not the son of David ? 
But when the Pharisees heard it they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, but 
by Beelzebub, the prince of the devils. 


Jesus knew their thoughts and said unto them. Every kingdom divided against itself 
is brought to destruction; and every city or house divided against itself shall not 
stand: And if satan cast out satan, he is divided against himself; how then shall his 
kingdom stand ? And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your children 
cast them out ? Therefore they shall be your judges. But if I cast out devils by the 
Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you. 


John 1514 says:- “And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth.” 


We know that Jesus defeated satan when he took away from him the keys of hell and 
of eternal death and again reconciled the saints to the righteousness of God the Father. 


By casting out the principalities and powers, which are the demons, or the controls 
which satan uses to continue his rule over this earth, Jesus showed he has defeated 
satan. 


When Jesus breathed the Holy Spirit upon his disciples, they were also able to heal the 
sick and cast out the demons, thus showing that this power could be transferred to 
others who have faith to believe. 


Acts 1:8 says that we shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon us. 
Mark 11:16-17 clearly indicates that miracles shall follow those that believe. 


So Jesus does have the power and authority to reign here on earth right now, but 
where is His palace or dwelling place ? 


Where does Jesus live here on earth ? 


1 Cor.6:19-20 says:- “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God and that ye are not your own ? For 
you are brought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, 
which are God’s.” 


Yes, Jesus Christ has a kingdom here on earth because he lives in the hearts and 
minds of all those who believe on His name. 
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When Jesus lived in Israel it was a conquered nation and the Romans sent troops into 
Israel to make sure that the victory is complete and that it stays complete. 


When Jesus defeated satan He came to live in our hearts, replacing satan as king of 
our lives and becoming part of our innermost beings, the “spirit man”. 


Like in the case of the Romans, Jesus is here on earth in His spiritual form, to ensure 
that the victory over satan on the cross is to be maintained here on earth. We, with the 
power of the Holy Spirit dwelling within us are the army that Jesus has here on earth 
to make sure that satan remains defeated. 


There is an English chorus which says:- Let the flag fly high from the castle of my 
heart, for the king is in residence there. 


We must come to realize that we can be partakers of the glorious kingdom of Jesus 
Christ right here this morning, we can have all our earthly fears, uncertainties, 
sickness and diseases cleansed and healed by the mighty power of the blood of Jesus 
Christ, given down to us through the Holy Spirit. All our sins and unhealthy desires 
can be cleansed and taken away, by laying them at the foot of the cross. 


If you have any anger or hate against someone you love, Jesus Christ can restore that 
loving relationship that you both long for and desire so that He can be glorified in 
your heart and in your life today and the kingdom of God can be extended by another 
soul. 


I ask all those people who wish to cast off all their troubles, and accept the salvation 
and love and grace of Jesus Christ to say YES to Jesus Christ right now. 


Say to yourself, YES, I want Jesus Christ to come and dwell in my heart. YES, I want 
satan to be defeated in my life and in the lives of the people around me . YES, I want 
that satan is defeated in all the people here in Pattaya and I am prepared to allow Jesus 
Christ to use me in maintaining His victory over satan in this land of Thailand. 


AMEN. 
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CHRIST IN CHILDREN 


The following is a message from the Lord, received on the 1.12.85, for follow up 
action by the Christian leaders of Thailand and believers throughout the world. 


To ensure a good spiritual grounding in the Scriptures in the early years, in association 
with everyday school activities, the Lord wants a ‘BORN AGAIN’ Christian school 
established, here in Thailand. 


The school should be initially set up on grounds of the Presbyterian church, which is 
presently unused land. Later the Lord will provide other facilities. It should be staffed 
with ‘BORN AGAIN’ teachers, whose lives will be an example to the students and an 
area of witness to the ‘denominational church’ children, who will attend the lessons. 


Later Buddhist children shall attend, because the educational standard shall be 
recognized as being substantially higher than the present public and/or private 
schools, because of the dedication and caring of the teachers, to serve the Lord in this 
special way. This will be an opportunity for further ‘soul saving’, as Christian children 
lead other children to know the Lord in a personal way, as their own personal saviour. 


Please pray for this vision to come to pass. Please pray for dedicated teachers to be 
touched by the Holy Spirit, to make them realize that the Holy Spirit has called them 
to a work here in Thailand, which is part of His GREATER PLAN FOR THIS 
NATION. 


Pray for acceptance of this vision by the Presbyterian Church, to make the land 
available for God’s immediate use. Pray for the tithes and offerings, both from here in 
Thailand and from overseas, to provide for the following important stages of the 
vision to be implemented:- 


e Christian Architect, to design a building to glorify the Lord as a school here in 
Thailand. 

e Christian building firms, to commit time to the Lord, to come here to Thailand 
and supervise the construction of the buildings. 

e Grace from the local Government administrations to approve the building 
permissions, without any delays or changes. 

e Funds for speedy construction and equipping of the classrooms. 

e Dedicated teachers and the salaries to pay them. 

e Future growth of the school to fulfil the second part of God’s vision to move 
the school to another location, in due course. 


If you have never been involved in praying for a miracle, which has been given in a 
prophetic utterance, now is your opportunity to start. 


Get your local cell group, local church and local chapter of the Full Gospel 
Businessmen’s Fellowship to put this item on your prayer lists and believe God to do 
the rest, in answer to your prayers. 
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The Scriptures says that if any two people gather together in the name of Jesus Christ 
and request anything from the Father in His name, then the Father will give it, so that 
the Son maybe glorified. Here is your opportunity to really put your faith into action 
and see a miracle take place. 


THE BIRTH OF A NATION 


The Bible clearly records how God Almighty looked down upon the face of the earth 
and chose a people to be HIS PEOPLE, the Jews, the descendants of the seed of 
Abraham, through the seed of Isaac, the second son. The Scriptures also clearly shows 
the promise that through the first son, (Ishmael) that is the son of Abraham and Hagar, 
there would be constant enmity, constant fighting, and hatred, between the Jews and 
the Arabs, who are descendants of the seed of Ishmael. The Scriptures also predicted 
that through the line of Ishmael, there would exist a mighty nation. 


The Scriptures clearly shows that the Jewish nation would suffer, become slaves and 
live for 400 years in captivity in Egypt and that during this time, the Jewish nation, 
(some of them) would cry out for a deliverer and God would hear and respond to their 
cry. 

Even though their nation was in captivity, not everybody wanted to be free from this 
captivity, because they had made an agreement, to serve the Egyptians, at the expense 
of their own people. They had become exploiters of their own people, for their own 
monetary gain. 


We see the same thing happening all over the world today, with people making 
millions of dollars from the sale of narcotics, exploiting their own people for 
monetary gain. 


God sent Moses to deliver a message to Pharaoh, the king of the evil ones, saying:- 
‘LET MY PEOPLE GO’. 


Pharaoh did not believe in God Almighty, he worshipped a stone idol, an image of a 
bird, created by man’s own hands, so he refused to ‘let God’s people go’. 


God Almighty brought down several plagues, signs and wonders from Heaven, even 
the angel of death, before Pharaoh agreed to ‘let God’s people go.’ 


By the miracle of opening the Red Sea, God Almighty allowed the Jewish nation to 
escape the advancing troops and cavalry of the Egyptian army, and see the army 
completely destroyed before their own eyes, without them even raising a finger to 
fight against their foes. 


The Jewish nation was now free to serve their God for ever and ever. With all of the 
miraculous events which took place in the early life of the Jewish nation, one would 
have thought that the whole nation would want to serve God, above all else. 


Of course we know that this was not the case and God cursed the nation of Israel, with 
the plagues of Egypt, for their disobedience to His commandments. 
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God told the Jewish nation:- “When you follow my commandments and serve me, 
above all else, I will bring peace upon you and mighty rich blessings and abundant 
prosperity. When you do not follow my commandments, I will bring wars, 
destruction, fear, and all the plagues of Egypt, down upon your heads.” 


The Jewish nation swore an oath before God, that they would serve Him above all 
else. The Jewish nation did not honour their oath before God and have been in trouble 
and turmoil ever since, with fighting, constant persecutions, poverty and sickness, for 
generations. 


In 1492, Christopher Columbus discovered America, and a desire grew in the hearts of 
the religiously oppressed people in Europe, to come to America, so they could serve 
God all the days of their lives, without further persecution, in fact they also wanted to 
serve God above all else. The Mayflower and all its pilgrims set out to conquer a 
forbidden land, but a land of promise, in just the same way as Joshua went out to 
conquer the promised land for the nation of Israel. The land of America was founded, 
out of a desire of people to serve the Living God, above all else. 


Because that was your aim and desire, God Almighty has richly blessed your nation 
and in a little over 200 years you have risen to become one of the mightiest nations 
upon the earth. On you coins, for all the world to see, you proclaim, “IN GOD WE 
TRUST”. 


Missionaries have gone out across the lands to proclaim God’s Word for 200 years, in 
accordance with Acts 1:8, to preach in local areas and then to the uttermost parts of 
the earth. Many people have accepted Jesus Christ through the efforts or monies of 
people of the United States Of America, and God has honoured His Word, it has not 
returned void. God has nurtured His Word, watered it with His Holy Spirit and made 
it manifest in the lives of millions of people throughout the world today. 


Because you proclaim, for all the world to see, “IN GOD WE TRUST”, nations and 
peoples from across the face of the earth, look to America as an example of a country, 
who puts their trust in God. 


But what do they see ??? In Matt.28:18, Jesus spoke these words:- “All power is 
given unto me in Heaven and in Earth. Go ye therefore into all the world and teach 
them all I have told you and shown you.” 


In Matt.28:20 it says:- “Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you.” 


Jesus said to teach them by observation, all things I have commanded you. 


Let the nations SEE WITH THEIR OWN EYES how my people SERVE ME and 
FOLLOW MY COMMANDMENTS, so they will want to follow me also. 


But what do the nations of the world see when they look to the USA ???, to a land 
which says ‘IN GOD WE TRUST’, what do they see ??? 


Like the Jewish nation of long ago, they were not satisfied to have God as King, as 
well as High Priest. In the USA, like in Israel, they want a leader they can see, so 
regularly you elect a man to be ‘king over you’. You call him the President, but he is a 
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king in the spiritual sense, because he exerts much power over the nation. The man is 
ELECTED by man, not APPOINTED by GOD. 


In olden times, God would command His prophet to anoint a righteous man to be king 
over Israel. God’s Word has not changed, Heb.13:8 clearly says so. So I challenge the 
country of the USA with this interesting question:- 


Show me the prophet who has been instructed by God Almighty, to anoint a righteous 
man to be king over the USA ??? (the role of the President is the same as that of a 
king, he exerts mighty power over the country.) 


Why do you proclaim on your coins ‘INGOD WE TRUST’ when your actions do not 
correspond with your words. The Scripture says that we are to be DOERS of the 
Word, not HEARERS only. How many people pray for the Lord to raise up a prophet 
to anoint GOD’S CHOSEN LEADER to be king over you ??? If you don’t do this, 
then you don’t TRUST GOD IN ALL THINGS and you grieve the Holy Spirit in this 
area of your collective spiritual life. 


Many of you here today may never have heard a message like this in your churches 
before. I did not expect that the Holy Spirit would tell me to preach on this subject 
either, but I must be obedient to the Holy Spirit’s leading, so He can minister His 
words to you. 


The Scripture says that the Holy Spirit never speaks of Himself, but only relays 
messages from God Almighty, to His chosen people. If God Almighty has relayed this 
message via the Holy Spirit to me, then it is must be very important to you, His 
chosen people, as God wants His people to be obedient to His Word, so that Jesus 
Christ can be glorified here on earth, in each of our individual lives and collectively in 
the Body of Christ today. 


In the book of Revelations, Jesus Christ revealed His observations of the churches, 
offered promises and/or consequences, if the individual church types did not repent 
and correct their ways. 


The country of America started out as a country serving God “ABOVE ALL ELSE”, 
in accordance with Matt. 6:33, seeking the Kingdom of God first, and God’s 
righteousness. In response to this, God promised ‘ALL THINGS SHALL BE ADDED 
UNTO YOU’. 


But as you look at the USA today, can you individually say that you are still doing this 
??? Revelations 2:5 says:- “Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and 
repent, and do the first works, (which is for the USA to serve God again, ABOVE 
ALL ELSE) or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick 
out of its place, except thou repent.” 


If the USA does not heed the warnings of the Scriptures seriously, they will 
unfortunately find out too late, that the Lord’s Words are true, and the light and the 
power of the Holy Spirit shall be removed from their midst and satan shall again place 
the people into his bondage. This is something only the people in the USA can 
change. 
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I have been obedient to the prompting of the Holy Spirit in preaching this message in 
Anchorage, Alaska, in May 1988 and printing it hear for all the world to see. 


Those who believe in the power of intercessory prayer can earnestly pray for the Lord 
to stay His hand and allow the USA time to repent and change its ways, so that this 
generation shall not suffer the wrath of God’s anger. 


The rest is up to the church leaders in America and the individual Christians, to get 
down onto their knees and repent and ask the Lord to guide them once again onto His 
chosen path for their nation. 


THE LIVING BIBLE 


Many people have talked to Rani and myself over the last ten years about reading and 
studying the Scriptures. In most cases their answers are always the same, or along 
similar lines of thinking. 


How can a book written over 2000 years ago be relevant today, in a time where we 
have spaceships going to the moon, nuclear powered submarines, which can stay 
submerged under the ocean for a year, without surfacing for air, supplies or refuelling. 
How can this book give me any practical guidance or training today ??? 


In the Bible God gave to Noah in Gen. 6:14 the specific details on how to build the 
ark, so that he, his wife, their 3 sons and their wives, along with all the animals, would 
be safe and secure during the destruction which was prophesied by God to fall upon 
the face of the earth. You say, so what ? It has no meaning today, when we now have 
large ocean going liners like Queen Elizabeth 2, Doles, Canberra and others. The story 
I am now to tell you, I believe is true. 


An Engineering student doing his Masters degree in England was given a task to 
investigate the designs for ocean going liners, to check their stability in times of rough 
weather and to recommend a design which would be stable under all weather 
conditions. 


This man was a Christian, so before starting to do this work he prayed to the Lord for 
guidance, so that the Lord may be glorified in His life and His presence be confirmed 
as being real in this day and age. The study was undertaken, he went back, collected 
all the details he could about ancient Egyptian vessels, boats from Greece and Rome, 
small boats from the Norwegian Vikings, in fact as much information as he could find 
about early ships. 


From all these documents he could see a common pattern in boat design, but this was 
different to the modern boats and ships of today. He knew that these sailing ships 
were able to travel great distances through all kinds of weather in relative safety, it 
started to make him wonder what was behind these designs which was different than 
the designs of today. 


He puzzled with this problem for many days, but without success. He was a successful 
marine design engineer but he could not solve this problem with his own abilities or 
knowledge. But he was a Christian and he knew his Scriptures, so he turned to the 
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Lord in prayer for the answer. “Lord you say in your Word in Matthew 6.33 that 
we should seek you FIRST, and YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, then ALL THINGS 
SHALL BE ADDED UNTO US. Lord you know that I seek you daily and that 
my life is only to serve you. You have raised me to this position whereby I am 
able to be here in this university to study to gain my Master’s degree, it is your 
money that has put me here. Because of the guidelines which you have set out 
before the Israeli nation in the books of the law, and in the words of the 
prophets, in the life and teaching of Jesus Christ, I am able to be righteous 
before you. Because you already know these things, I now claim the promise of 
the last part of this Scripture. ALL THINGS SHALL BE ADDED UNTO ME. In 
the context of the above promise Lord I want you to give me guidance in solving 
this engineering problem that I have. Why was the boats of earlier times 
different in conceptual design than the boats of today ??? I have searched all the 
known reference books, but I cannot find the answer, Please show me the way.” 


God’s answer to this engineer was go back and study the Word, for in my Word is the 
answer you have been searching for. 


The engineer was a little bit surprised at this message from the Lord, but he got a 
concordance and looked up all the references to boats and ships he could find and then 
one by one he studied the references to see if he could find the answer God said was 
there. 


In only one place was any measurements or design information given and that was 
when God commanded Noah to build the ark. He was puzzled, he had studied all the 
references but it looked like he must have misunderstood the message from the Lord, 
because these measurements did not seem to mean anything. 


He was just about ready to give up, when the Holy Spirit brought a Scripture to his 
remembrance. Psalm 55.22:- 


“Cast all your burdens on the Lord and He shall sustain thee”. 


With this Scripture before his eyes he knew that he had not misunderstood the 
message from the Lord, so he continued to contemplate the measurements before his 
eyes. 


Firstly the measurements were in a unit called a “cubit” so he again went back to the 
reference books and established that there were two modern day thoughts on this unit 
of length:- One interpretation of the length of a cubit was the length from the elbow to 
the tip of one’s longest finger, a distance of approximately 21 inches or a distance 
from the elbow to the joint of one’s thumb, a distance of approximately 17 inches. 


With this new information available to him he then went back to translate the Bible 
measurements into modern day units to draw out the design and came up with a 
startling discovery. He found that the ship that Noah was told to make by God was as 
big as an ocean going liner of today. 


When he input the design details into the computer he also found out that this design 
was more stable than any other modern day design, made by man. 
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With this revelation now available to him, he changed the outside appearance of the 
ark to include modern facilities like windows, funnels for the engines, masts for the 
radio equipment and radar and input the details into the computer again. Even with 
this minor change the design was still more stable than any other boat designed during 
this century. 


He submitted his design for evaluation by the university and waited for their answer to 
see if he would receive his master’s degree or not. 


The university called him for an interview to find out where he had got this 
information as his report was far superior to any of the other students and the 
university was worried that he may have stolen some classified information from 
somewhere and submitted this for his report. 


He then gave witness to his university lecturers about how he was a Christian and that 
before he commenced to do this assignment, he had prayed to the Lord for guidance 
and how God had answered his prayers and led him to the best engineering design 
book available to man, the Bible. 


There he had found the answers, he had performed the computer calculations and had 
designed the exterior of this ship using modern day ideas. 


The university lecturers were satisfied and accepted his work, giving him first class 
honours for his paper and he received his Master’s degree. 


His design was purchased by the P&O shipping line and the liner was constructed and 
called the SS Canberra, the only liner today with two funnels at the rear, side by side 
to give extra stability. 


In the testimony of Neil Armstrong, one of the astronauts who was also responsible 
for some of the design work in the early trips to the moon, the design engineers prayed 
for the Lord to guide them as they developed their designs, and we all know that their 
prayers were answered by the Lord. 


1 Cor. 10:13, is the magic Scripture for all believers today. In this Scripture God 
tells us that whatever problems we will face in our lives, or are presently facing, IS 
NOT NEW. God through His Word goes on to tell us that the problems is not above 
our level of faith (in God). If we try to solve these problems through our own strength, 
or through our own intellect, we will surely fail, but if we use our faith in God and 
give God the problems through prayer, He has promised to give us a way out of the 
problem, just like the engineering student. 


Remember, God’s way out, is always the BEST WAY OUT. 
Let us pray. 
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THE ROLE OF MALE & FEMALE IN THE BIBLE 
Part One - God/Man Relationships 


As we start to examine this important issue, let us first determine what was God’s 
reason for creating Male & Female. 


The Scripture clearly identifies that God’s reason was twofold:- 


a) PARTNERSHIP 
b) PARENTHOOD 


Satan came to destroy God’s plan for man here on earth. Twenty one (21) 
civilizations have been destroyed by man falling into satan’s trap, by distorting the 
role of sex in the relationship of male & female. 


In the world today, people see many signs of this in Unisex shops, clothes and 
customs. 


When you walk down the street today, sometimes it is quite difficult, (from behind), 
to tell whether the person in front of you is male or female. 


The results are a relaxation of moral values, allowing male & female homosexual 
activities to take place, which 20 years ago, were scorned upon, and protested against 
by the churches. 


This was in accordance with the Scriptures which state that homosexual acts are 
an abomination, in the sight of the Lord. 


However today, some churches claim to be “enlightened” and they allow homosexual 
“pairs” to come to the altar of their churches, to perform the sacred act of 
“MARRIAGE”. 


This is not acceptable in the sight of the Lord. 


So as it was in the olden times, God looks down upon His people and He judges them, 
and if they are found to have done evil in the sight of the Lord, then the Lord brings 
down upon them His wrath and pestilences, as was promised in the Old Testament. 


As a result of man turning away from God, new diseases appear, to judge mankind, 
like AIDS, for which there is at present, no known cure. So we have God’s plan for 
mankind and Satan devices to prevent God’s plans from being fulfilled here on earth. 
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GOD’S PLAN SATAN’S PLAN 


Partnership Sexual Perversion - 
Man with man, 
Woman with woman. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| Homosexual Acts. 
| 
| 
| 
| 


AIDS 
| 


Marriage Disaster to all those who 

| follow this path and 

| satan’s ways. 

| | 
Parenthood Everlasting death - 

| complete separation from 
Bible Instruction God Almighty for eternity. 
to keep you away 
from Satan and onwards 
to Everlasting Life 


People today, governments today, businesses today, make distinctions between male 
and females, but not God. In God’s eyes both are equal and entitled to eternal 
salvation. 


In Gen.1:27 it clearly states God’s intentions. “So God created man in His own 
image, in the image and likeness of God He created him, male and female He 
created them.” 


In God’s eyes there is no difference between male and female - He created BOTH OF 
THEM. Gal. 3:28-29 says:- “There is now no distinction neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither slave nor freeman, there is not male and female; for you are all one 
in Christ Jesus.” As God is a Spirit; so we are equal (in spiritual terms) in the eyes of 
God the Father. 
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GOD/MAN RELATIONSHIPS 


GOD 
THE 
FATHER 


THE 
HOLY 
SPIRIT 


MAN RECONCILED TO 
GOD THROUGH THE 
BLOOD OF JESUS 
CHRIST 


MALE AND FEMLE 
ARE EQUAL IN 
GOD'S SIGHT 


Romans 12:1-2 says:- SUBMIT YOURSELVES AS A LIVING SACRIFICE, 
HOLY, ACCEPTABLE (Righteous) UNTO GOD, WHICH IS YOUR 
REASONABLE SERVICE. (Minimum requirement). DO NOT BE CONFORMED 
TO THIS WORLD .- (this age, fashioned after and adapted to its external 
superficial customs, its traditions and special cliques) BUT BE YE 
TRANSFORMED (changed completely) by the entire renewal gradually of your 
mind and being - by its new ideals and its new attitudes - so that you may PROVE 
for yourself what is GOOD & ACCEPTABLE IN GOD’S SIGHT. 
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MAKE UP OF MAN 
SPIRIT OF MAN 
(BORN AGAIN) SOUL - STILL NOT 
NEWLY GIVEN FROM COMPLETELY 
GOD CLEANSED - STILLIN 


THE SIN AREA 


BODY - UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF THE CONSTANT BATTLE 
BETWEEN SPIRIT AND SOUL 


Romans chapter 12 instructs us in the way to be acceptable in God’s sight and to learn 
more about God’s Word so that our Spirit, Soul (mind) and Body can once again 
become perfect in God’s sight. 


The Word of God clearly outlines what we have to do, but also gives us a warning for 
all those people who choose not to follow it. 


God Almighty, through the prophets of the Old Testament, clearly gives us the 
guidelines as to why Christians are not strong in the faith today. Hosea 4:6 says:- 


“ My people are DESTROYED for lack of knowledge; because you, the priestly 
nation (originally Israel, but now all believers in Jesus Christ) have rejected 
knowledge, I will also reject you, that you shall be no (longer) priests to Me; seeing 
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you have forgotten the Law of your God, I will also forget your children (the 
generations to come).” 


Proverbs 4:20-27 says:- “My son attend to my words; consent and submit to my 
sayings. Let them not depart from your sight, keep them in the centre of your heart. 
For they are life to those who find them, healing & health to all their flesh. Keep 
your heart with all vigilance & above all that you guard, for out of it flows the 
spring of life. Put away from you false and dishonest speech (lies) and wilful 
(stubborn) and contrary (rebellious) talk, put it far from you. Let your eyes look 
straight ahead (with fixed purpose), let your gaze be always straight before you 
(never looking to the right or to the left, where Satan lurks ready to deceive you.) 
Consider well the path of your feet, and let all your ways be established and ordered 
rightly. Turn not aside to the right side or to the left side; remove your foot from the 
evil way.” 


2.Tim.3:16 states the authority of God’s Word. Every Scripture is God breathed 
- given by His inspiration, and profitable for instruction, for reproof & 
conviction of sin, for correction of error & discipline and for training in 
righteousness (ie in Holy Living, in conformity to God’s will in thought, purpose 
& actions). 


Heb. 4:12 gives us a very clear warning and spiritual check for us to use among the 
brethren. “Therefore beware brethren; take care lest there be in anyone of you a 
wicked, unbelieving heart - which refuses to cleave to, trust in and rely on Him - 
leading you to turn away and desert or stand aloof from the living God.” 


Ps.119:105 gives us God’s re-assurance of His divine guidance:- “Your Word is a 
lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” 


Other references to look up to learn more about God’s Word are indicated below:- 


John 8:31-32 Is.51. Ez.28 Luke 4:18 Matt.16:23 John 10:27 
Matt.16:16 John 16:13 John 4:23 John 14:6 1.John 5:14-15 
John 17:17 John 15:3 Ps.19. 


The Scriptures referred to above, teach you about God’s Word and your 
responsibilities to lead a righteous life. 


But these Scriptures are worthless unless you are prepared to PUT THEM INTO 
PRACTISE IN YOUR EVERYDAY LIFE. 


Jesus scolded the Pharisees and scribes as hypocrites, because they KNEW THE 
LAW, but DID NOT PRACTISE THE LAW. 


Jesus told us through the Scriptures that we must be DOERS OF THE WORD, not 
HEARERS ONLY. The following is a list of DOING Scriptures. 


Deut.28:1 Ps.1:1-3 John 14:15 1.John 4:20-21 1.Cor.14:14  1.Cor.14:2 
1.Cor.14:15 Eph.6:18 Jude 20 Rom.8:26 
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Read them, study them, ask God to open your spiritual mind to completely understand 
them, and to give you the desire to put these Scriptures into practise in your lives, so 
that Jesus Christ may be glorified here on earth through your witness. 


THE ROLE OF MALE & FEMALE IN THE BIBLE 
Part Two - MARRIAGE 


Marriage is a Holy estate appointed by God Almighty. 


Marriages will be 100% successful, if the two partners follow the outlines, as laid 
down in the Word of God and put them into effect in their marriage relationship with 
one another and their joint relationship with God Almighty. 


SECRET OF A SUCCESSFUL MARRIAGE 


1. Actions according to the Word of God. 


pa The husband & wife must be equally yoked. i.e. they must both be active 
believers in Jesus Christ, as referred to in 2.Cor.6:14-18. 


3: Both partners must be filled with the Holy Spirit of God. When we have both 
parties filled with the Holy Spirit we can develop the following spiritual 
formula. 


HLS. + H.S. = 100% Compatibility 


When we have only one partner saved, we will have a permanent conflict between the 
Holy Spirit part of one partner, and the “soul part” of the unsaved partner. This results 
in the following formula. 


H.S. + SOUL = 50% Compatibility. 
With the soul partner always fighting with the Holy Spirit. 


When both partners are unsaved, the marriage (which is a Holy Estate before God 
Almighty) is doomed to failure. 


This is because both partners to the marriage do not believe in God and therefore do 
not intend to glorify Him in their relationship with one another. 


In this situation, satan is always trying to break up the unity of the marriage to 
discredit the Holy Estate of the marriage which has been pre-ordained by God. 
SOUL + SOUL = FAILURE. 
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As both persons are not following the Word of God and thus are rejected by Him. God 
Almighty made a covenant with man and this also applies to a marriage situation. The 
covenant is referred to in the following Scriptures. 


Prov.2:16-17, Jer.34:18-19, Mal.2:13-16, Matt.19:6, Gal.5:22-26. 


When we look more closely at these three configurations of a marriage we can deduce 
some significant truths. 


Case 1 - BOTH PARTNERS FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT 


When both partners are filled with the Holy Spirit, their aims and desires are to please 
God in their lives, hence their successful marriage will glorify God, as they become 
SPIRITUALLY ONE FLESH. 


Over a period of time they will commence to develop habits which are almost 
identical and will begin to anticipate the other partner’s needs in advance of the 
partner requesting the need. 


In times of trials and stress, both partners can speak & pray in tongues to build 
themselves and each other up and overcome the difficulties by claiming the promises 
of 1.Cor.10:13. 


Case 2- ONE BELIEVER AND ONE UNBELIEVER 


In case 2 there is always a constant battle for supremacy between God (the partner 
who believes and who is filled with the Holy Spirit) and the “Soul person’, (the one 
who does not believe) who is still under the dominant power of Satan. 


The Holy Spirit partner can, through prayer, lift up the unsaved partner, but it never 
can completely glorify God, as the Word is not being 100% fulfilled, as the Holy 
Spirit partner is un-equally yoked. 


If however, through the love example of the Holy Spirit partner, the unsaved partner 
becomes a believer, the case 2 couple can become a case 1 couple, and God is 
glorified in their lives completely, as is shown above. 


Case 3 - UNBELIEVER PLUS UNBELIEVER 


The marriage of two unsaved people is destined for spiritual failure, as belief in the 
Word of God is not in the marriage and Satan’s one desire is to break up the marriage 
so that God cannot be glorified in it. 


The book of Ecclesiastes gives the example that a rope of three strands is very strong. 
For a marriage to be successful it needs three parts:- 


HUSBAND + JESUS CHRIST + WIFE 
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The case 3 marriage cannot succeed, in God’s eyes, because Jesus Christ is not in the 
marriage. 


We have looked quickly at the three types of marriages and the possibility of their 
success, in God’s eyes, we now should look at the role that God defined for each of 
the marriage partners. 


THE ROLE OF THE HUSBAND IN THE MARRIAGE 


The prime role of the husband is that of fatherhood. In addition to this, the father is to 
represent Christ to the wife and the children. This is brought about in a threefold 
ministry, as defined in John 17:6. 


GOD THE 
FATHER 


JESUS - THE PROPHET 
JESUS - THE HIGH PRIEST 
JESUS - THE KING 


The husband as “Prophet”, speaks to God on the family’s behalf. 


For this to be successful, the husband (prophet) must be an acceptable vessel for God 
to use, ever open to receive messages about things in the future, which God wants to 
warn the particular family about, so they can be prepared for it. 


Remember the Armenian Christians, who received notice of impending disaster. 
Those who obeyed the Word of the Lord were saved, but those who ignored God’s 
warning were destroyed in the war. 


So the husband, acting as the prophet, teaches the whole family, EVERY MEMBER 
OF THE FAMILY, sound scriptural doctrine, (not traditions from a denomination, 
which cannot be justified in the Word of God). The husband (prophet) must also be a 
person who sets an example. THE FATHER MUST PRACTICE WHAT HE 
PREACHES !!!! The Scripture clearly says these things in Gen.11:18-21 and promises 
long life for a family that follows these precepts. Other references are:- 


Ps.25:12. Gen.18::12 Deut.6:4 


Remember, only the Christians of the Church of Smyrna and Philadelphia are 
given the promise of entering Heaven without any correction being necessary in 
their churches. 
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It would be rather prideful of any pastor to publicly proclaim that he is SURE that his 
church is one of these two mentioned above. It would be also prideful for a father to 
say that everything he does, or teaches his children, is perfect also. 


The husband as the “Priest” is a duty that many fathers today do not seem to think is 
important, but we should learn from the “righteous man” (that is what God Almighty 
called Job), for he considered it of great importance. 


Job 1:8 shows how Job interceded for his sons & his daughters, asking forgiveness for 
sins they may have knowingly or unknowingly done, in the eyes of God Almighty. 


So as the “priest” the father has a responsibility to intercede for his family. As a 
“priest” the father must also have the ability to FORGIVE after REPENTANCE. 


Moses acted as the “priest” of Israel and prayed for forgiveness for the sins of the 
people, so that the wrath of God might be diverted. Like God Almighty, the father as 
“priest”, must be able to FORGIVE & FORGET. 


The husband as “king”, has a great responsibility to rule over his subjects (his family). 
A good husband, like a good king, will rule wisely and righteously, but not as a 
dictator. A good husband will rule through LOVE, not through FEAR. The husband, 
as “king” has the responsibility to provide the following items through LOVE:- 


e protection for the wife and family. 

e provisions for the wife and family. 

e judge both the wife and family. 

e administer punishment when necessary - in love. 


Many wives, in this modern age, refuse to accept punishment from their 
husbands. They consider themselves to be independent and not under the 
authority of the husband. They say they will talk DIRECTLY TO GOD. 


It is strongly suggested that these types of wives take a look at Abraham, and examine 
why God chose Abraham from all the people at that time. The answer to this puzzling 
question is found in Gen.18:19, for the Lord recognized that Abraham was a man who 
was able to rule and judge his family wisely and rightly, in the eyes of the Lord. 


Sarah obeyed the voice of Abraham, even sometimes when she did not understand the 
reasons, she still obeyed. 


1.Tim.5:8 clearly states what God considers of a man who does not provide for his 
family and his relatives. In 1.Cor.11:7 the Scripture indicates that woman (the wife) is 
the glory of the man (husband). This is a clear indication that the husband must give 
honour and respect to the wife and the wife must give honour, respect and obedience 
to the husband. 


As Jesus Christ is the glory of God the Father in Heaven, so the wife is the glory of 
the husband, here on earth. The father must always be a witness for the Good News of 
the gospel. 
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The account of Paul & Silas being thrown into prison and the subsequent conversion 
of the jailer, gives an indication of what should happen to a whole family that hears 
the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ. This account can be found in Acts 
16:25-34. 


We should all be aware by now that satan is the deceiver and he always tries to take 
good things away from you. 2.Cor.4:3-4 tells us clearly that satan (the temporary ruler 
of this world, by default) tries to blind the eyes of the family members, to the truth and 
the promises of eternal life. 


Mark 11:23-24 gives us the promise of God answering our prayers, as we encounter 
problems (deliberately put their by satan) in our married lives, if we put our trust and 
exercise our faith in Him. 


1.Cor.10:13, gives us the promise that the Lord will never allow us to be tested 
BEYOND OUR LEVEL OF FAITH, (that is if we put our trust and our faith in Him) 
the Lord will ALWAYS BE FAITHFUL TO US. 


However, if we try to solve the problem in OUR OWN STRENGTH, without putting 
our trust in Him, then WE WILL FAIL. God has promised that if we put our trust in 
Him, He will give us an escape route out of, or around, the problem. 


Many of us unfortunately, forget this Scripture far too often and end up in all sorts of 
messes we could have easily avoided, if we had only turned to God and committed 
ourselves AND THE PROBLEM to Him in the first place. 


It is a Scripture that EVERY HUSBAND should remember and put into practice in 
their family’s lives. 


THE ROLE OF THE WIFE IN THE MARRIAGE 


The wife’s main role is to ASSIST THE HUSBAND, to ACHIEVE THE GOALS, 
DEFINED FOR HIM BY THE LORD. 


The Lord God Almighty, made “woman” to be a “HELPMATE” for Adam, in the 
administration of the animals of God’s kingdom. 


The role of the woman has not changed, (IN GOD’S EYES) through the passages of 
time, since the creation of man and woman in the garden of Eden. 


The Scriptures clearly identify that the wife should love and respect her husband. The 
Scriptures also show that the wife should honour the husband, but in addition, the 
wife should offer counsel to the husband in times of prosperity and in times of trouble. 
The Scripture then goes on to say that after counselling the husband, the wife should 
leave the decision making up to the husband, to accept and abide by the decision 
which the husband has made and to assist in its implementation. 


These two situations are clearly identified in the life of Queen Esther and also in the 
life of Sarah concerning Ishmael and Isaac. Some people may think from what I have 
written here that the wife is to be considered less than the husband, but THAT IS 
ABSOLUTELY NOT TRUE !!!. 
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The Scriptures say that if you find a wife, you find a good thing. In God’s eyes, both 
the wife and the husband are EQUAL (SPIRITUALLY), but to each is given a 
different role to play in making the marriage successful and for God to be glorified in 
the marriage. 


It is clear that the wife has a distinct role to play in giving birth to the children of the 
marriage and to providing for them the milk, and the constant care, they need in the 
infant stages of their lives. 


This caring and raising should be done in an attitude of reverence to God, as the new 
birth has been made possible, only with the direct help of God Almighty, who gave 
the child LIFE. 


In Ephesians 5:21-24, Apostle Paul gives the guidelines to the position of the wife and 
the husband. The wife is required to be submissive (recognize the authority of) to the 
husband, just the same way as the husband (and herself) is submissive to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, with love and fearful reverence. 


This is sometimes difficult for wives in this day and age, where the culture is for 
EQUALITY IN EVERYTHING. 


This is especially true in the case where the wife has become the EXECUTIVE in the 
work situation, with possibly a much higher salary than that of her husband. In this 
case it is very easy for the “executive” role of the work situation to spill over into the 
husband/wife relationship and the wife trying to become the dominant force in the 
matriage. 


This is a thing of the “world”, it is not a direction selected, or agreed to by God. 


As Jesus prayed to the Father in Heaven each day, so must the husband and wife 
(together) pray each day to the Lord, to dedicate the day back to Him, to dedicate 
themselves to Him and to each other, to jointly serve the Lord and glorify the Lord in 
their marriage together. 


In many situations, the husband is under a lot of stress in his job situation and when he 
comes home from work he maybe snappy and not as loving to his wife as he should 
be. 


In times like these, an understanding wife can be as a soothing balm, who is able 
to reduce the tension in the husband and bring the relationship back into a 
position of love, peace and tranquillity. 


A wife who is not understanding in the situation mentioned above, who reacts quickly 
to the hostility, with a similar attitude, will see the situation escalate into a possible 
violent quarrel and both people get hurt emotionally. God is grieved from this type of 
situation. He gets no glory from it at all. Satan has a victory, in breaking up the 
harmony of the marriage for a time. 


The only person who wins in a quarrel is Satan. The other two parties are both 
wrong, in allowing the situation to get out of hand to this extent. 


© Copyright 1998 Rev. Jeffry Camm 
39 


OUT OF DARKNESS 


Galatians 5:22 states the fruit of the Spirit, which must operate in the life of every 
husband and wife for the marriage to be successful. 


It is through these gifts operating in the wife, that a husband can be encouraged to 
follow the path that God has chosen for the family, irrespective of how hard that path 
may originally seem to be. In perfecting these gifts, the fruit of the Holy Spirit, you 
not only become a glory and honour to your husband, but a wonderful witness to the 
unbelieving world at large, a means of drawing many people to Christ by your serene 
calm and peace in times of trials and stress, which they can see comes from above, but 
dwells within your heart. 
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MISSION TRAINING FOR CHRISTIANS IN THE HARVEST 
FIELD 


1. ABLE MINISTERS 


1 Peter 4:10 says:- As EACH OF YOU HAVE RECEIVED A GIFT (a special 
spiritual talent) EMPLOY IT FOR ONE ANOTHER’S BENEFIT, as befits good 
trustees of God’s many sided grace—faithful stewards of the extremely varied gifts 
(powers & gifts granted to Christians by) God’s unmerited favour. 


God Almighty has made us trustees of His spiritual gifts, given to us to UPLIFT, 
EXHORT, EDIFY and/or COMFORT, the Body of Christ. 


Because the Scripture clearly says that the special gift are given to EACH OF US, 
then no longer should we leave the PREACHING, TEACHING, HEALING, 
PROPHECY, etc., to the pastors alone. 


We, as Christians have a responsibility to go out into the market place & win back 
souls to JESUS CHRIST and then to give them over to the pastors (shepherds, 
caretakers of God’s flock) to take care of them. 


Ls ALL ARE CALLED TO MINISTER 


2 ALL HAVE CALLINGS (Spiritual gifts & ministries) 
3. OUR INDIVIDUAL CALLING is our mission field in which we are to be 
witnesses. 


4, GET EQUIPPED FOR THE TASK - Holy Spirit equipped. 


In the business world today, a large emphasis is placed on having Leadership Training 
Seminars (LTS). 


We should learn from the world. Christians should be encouraged to go for 
SPIRITUAL TRAINING SEMINARS (STS), to equip the individual Christians with 
all the necessary armour and battle plans to fight the enemy, in spiritual warfare. 


Unfortunately, in many churches today, the church emphasizes the MAMA 
MINISTRIES, i.e. preaching and teaching only. 


In Ephesians 4:11, the PAPA MINISTRIES ARE DEFINED. They are:- The ministry 
office of the APOSTLE, the ministry office of the PROPHET, the ministry office of 
the EVANGELIST, the ministry office of the SHEPHERD, (caretaker of the flock) 
and the ministry office of the TEACHER. 


This is because Jesus Christ is the KING of KINGS and these ministries were given to 
the BODY of CHRIST to build up their faith all to the level that the Lord expects of 
us before He returns to claim His bride. 


For an EFFECTIVE, GROWING, FRUIT BEARING, BODY OF CHRIST, all 5 
ministries MUST be in OPERATION in the churches today. Only then can we have 
fruit that remain. 
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Please Note:- Jesus Christ did not come down to earth, to bear fruit that blossomed on 
the tree and then fell onto the ground before it completely developed. NO !!! 


Jesus Christ came that we might have life and have it more abundantly. This is fruit 
which blossoms and then matures into STRONG, HEALTHY FRUIT, FRUIT 
WITHOUT BLEMISH. 


John 15:16 says:- “You have not chosen me, I have chosen you (I have appointed 
you, I have commissioned you, I have commanded you, I have planted you) -- that 
you may go and bear fruit and KEEP ON BEARING; so that your fruit maybe 
lasting (i.e that it remains as fruit forever); so the whatsoever you ask in my name 
of the Father, He will give you.” 


If your fruit remains, God the Father has promised that He will give you whatever you 
ask of Him, In Jesus’ name. But this is conditional,-- if your fruit remains. 


That is why many Christians today, fail to have their prayers answered by the Lord 
God Almighty. (There fruit does not continue to go on bearing). 


I encourage every Christian to learn AND PRACTISE the following catch-phrase:- 
THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE, FOR EVERLASTING FRUIT. 


Full Gospel Businessmen’s Mens Fellowship International members love to hold 
banquets, or breakfasts. 


It is important to set the banquet in accordance with God’s Word. Luke 14.13 says:- 
“But when you have a banquet or reception, invite the POOR, the SICK & 
DISABLED, the LAME & the BLIND.” 


We must have the spiritual insight to realize that Jesus was telling us in this passage to 
not only invite the PHYSICALLY disabled but also the SPIRITUALLY DISABLED. 
In fact all unsaved persons need to hear the Word of God, the Good News, at least 
once in their lives, so that God’s prophecy to the world can be accomplished. 


2. SPIRITUAL WARFARE 


All Christians should realize that when we enter into the SALVATION BUSINESS 
and go and preach Jesus Christ to the unsaved, we are commencing a spiritual battle 
with forces far greater than our own minds or our own intellect. 


If you study the Scriptures you will realize that not even the arch-angel Michael is 
prepared to go into battle against satan in his own strength. 


The arch-angel said: “The Lord rebuke you.” 
The arch-angel used the authority of God to rebuke satan. 
WE MUST LEARN TO DO THE SAME !!! 


Ephesians Chapter 6 gives us the armour to go out and do battle against satan. 
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Many Christians are good at putting on the armour of God and of using the shield, 
which protects them from the fiery missiles directed at them from satan. BUT IF YOU 
ONLY USE THE SHIELD, YOU ARE ON THE DEFENSIVE. !!! 


We have the responsibility to do battle against satan and win, to maintain the victory 
over satan, which was accomplished by Jesus Christ on the cross. This means that we 
have to learn to use, not only the shield of faith, but also the SWORD OF TRUTH, 
which is the Word of God. 


Before we can use the sword of truth effectively, we must know what the truth of the 
Word really is, before we can say with authority:- IT IS WRITTEN !!! It is no use to 
say a prayer like:- “I bind you satan, in the name of Jesus Christ...”, because even if 
satan IS BOUND, all of his many demonic agents and sub-agents are still free to 
perform his destructive works. 


To be successful in spiritual warfare, it is important to identify EACH BAD 
SPIRITUAL INFLUENCE BY NAME, which is in control of a situation and then, in 
the name of Jesus Christ, command each individual evil force, (or spirit) to leave the 
area of its influence, and command them to go to the south pole, or some other 
uninhabited spot and dwell in the seals, or the whales, until Jesus Christ returns to 
earth, and their time has come for them to be placed into the pit forever. 


If you study the Scriptures carefully, you will realize that Jesus Christ could not 
destroy any of the evil spirits whilst he lived here on earth. But he was able to remove 
their influence and power from people and he was able to direct them to go out of the 
possessed man and into a herd of swine. 


If we adopt these simple spiritual principles, then we will be able to influence whole 
nations for Jesus Christ. 


a: TRAINING OF NEW LEADERS 


If we wish to have 100% success with our Christian leaders, we must take the method 
and example from the Scriptures, recognizing that the wisdom and methods of God 
Almighty, are by far much better than we could ever develop. 


Jesus chose His disciples, after much prayer and fasting and then He commenced to 
teach them and train them by His own example. They became His apprentices. 


HE TAUGHT THEM:- 


a) what to say 

b) when to say it 

c) how to pray for healings 

d) how to pray for miracles 

e) how to lay hands on people, to receive deliverance from sins, sicknesses or 
from evil spirits (demonic influences) 
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We must learn to do the same, preferably on a | to 1 basis in all churches. 


A method which has proved successful in some churches is detailed below, for your 
consideration. 


Step 1 


We choose a person, who is a believer, who has received the Holy Spirit, and we tell 
him that next week, he is to come to the front of the church, when there is to be prayer 
for salvation, healing, etc., and we ask him to pray during the week for the Lord to 
prepare his heart, for the teaching which is to follow. 


Step 2 

For the first 3 or 4 weeks, he is not to DO anything, except come to the front each 
week and WATCH how you call upon the promises of God, to allow God’s Holy 
Spirit power, to effect healing in a person in need. 


Step 3 

After 4 weeks of WATCHING, you tell him that HE IS TO PRAY FOR THEM, (you 
will be there to help him if he gets into difficulty), but God is now going to use HIM 
as the INSTRUMENT through which the same Holy Spirit, can perform the healings. 


Why? because the Scriptures are the same, and God always hears and answers the 
prayers of the righteous. 


Step 4 


So for 3 or 4 weeks he comes and performs the healings (as God’s instrument) with 
you watching on, to make sure that he does them in accordance with the Scriptures. 


Step 5 

After this he is now on his own. He is then to select someone and start teaching them, 
using the same methods that he has received over the previous 8 weeks, whilst you 
select another person and start the teaching cycle over again. 


In this way, over a period of time, EVERY BELIEVER, IN EVERY CHURCH, can 
learn how to pray for healing, under the anointing of the Holy Spirit. 


4. TEACHING TO RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT 


The following method is a simple way to allow God to pour out His Holy Spirit upon 
a believer. 


Step 1 
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First determine that the person is a believer. This means that he, as an individual, has 
made a personal commitment, to receive Jesus Christ as his own personal Saviour and 
Lord. 


Step 2 
Explain that God only gives good gifts to His children. 


Luke 11.13 says:- “If then you, who are evil minded, know how to give good gifts to 
your children; how much more will the Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ASK & CONTINUE TO ASK HIM.” 


Therefore we see that the reception of the Holy Spirit is a FREE GIFT TO ANY 
BELIEVER, who ASKS the Heavenly Father for it. THE HOLY SPIRIT IS THERE 
FOR THE ASKING !!! 


Step 3 

Acts 2:38 says:- “And Peter answered them with these words:- REPENT - change 
your views and purpose to accept the will of God in your inner selves, instead of 
rejecting it, and be BAPTIZED everyone of you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the 
release from you sins; and you shall RECEIVE THE GIFT OF THE HOLY 
SPIRIT.” 


There is no maybe’s in this Scripture, neither is there any time limit, or any other limit 
on who can receive the Holy Spirit, if you have repented of your sins & have been 
baptized in water (your old sinful self buried with Christ). 


Step 4 
Confess any unrepented sins, in a prayer of repentance, for both the known and the 
unknown sins. 


Step 5 
e Claim the promises of Acts 1:8. 
e Claim the promises of John 14:26. 


Then start praising God in your known language, and then stop using your known 
language and continue to praise God in whatever sound comes out of your lips. 
Speaking in tongues does not make any sense to your mind, but it does make sense to 
the Spirit of God which dwells within you. Speaking in tongues (private prayer 
language) is an essential requirement for all believing Christians, because the 
Scripture says that when you speak in tongues, you edify yourself, which means, you 
build up your faith and Christians of all ages and generations are commanded to build 
up their Holy Faith. Jude 20 says:- “But you beloved, BUILD YOURSELVES UP 
(founded) on your most holy faith - MAKE PROGRESS, rise like an edifice, higher 
and higher—PRA YING IN THE HOLY SPIRIT.” 
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I leave all the sceptical ones with this question to have a good think about:- If you 
believe that the Word of God is true, how can you BUILD YOURSELVES UP & 
MAKE PROGRESS, if you don’t have the Holy Spirit working in your heart and 
manifesting itself in your lives, because the Scripture clearly indicates that this is 
necessary, to fulfil the objectives of a FULLER, DEEPER RELATIONSHIP , with 
Jesus Christ. 


WILLING VOLUNTEERS FOR CHRIST 


Is.60.:1 (amplified translation) emphasizes the fact that we are RESTRICTED in our 
present positions and situations, so we must CASTE OFF OUR PRESENT 
SITUATIONS, so that the Lord can use us for His glory. Read Joshua 1:5 (second part 
of the verse) - and substitute YOUR OWN NAME INTO THE VERSE. 


John 15:16 --- THE FRUIT MUST REMAIN, otherwise the Lord’s Scripture is not 
being fulfilled. Like any good orchard owner, we must be very careful that we not 
only PLANT THE SEEDS, but also TEND THE TREES, whilst they are growing, 
ensuring that when the fruit appears on the tree’s branches, that it does not wither, die 
and fall to the ground. 


Likewise with our Christian experiences. We must be sure that when a new person 
gives their heart to the Lord, that they are NURTURED LIKE YOUNG PLANTS, 
CARED FOR & WATERED, with Holy Spirit water, given GOOD FOOD from the 
Word of God, on which to GROW STRONG and ensure that the new Christian 
BEARS FRUIT ALSO. 


Mark 11:24 is a good reference for this. (For practical ideas on how to achieve these 
things, read a book written by Dr. Cho Yongi, called “The 4"" dimension”. 


Remember:- God cannot work through you, unless you have desires in your heart. 


The world today looks for people with ABILITY. 


God looks for AVAIL-ABILITY in men & women today. 


We have to say:- “Yes Lord, Iam AVAILABLE to do your will in my life, as you 
wish it, when you wish it, wherever you wish it.” 


if Set priorities in your Christian lives, set quality time for:- 


e Bible study 
e Prayer time 
e Meditation on the Word of God 


The Scriptures say we have to tithe at least 10% of our things to the Lord. THIS 
ALSO MEANS 10% OF YOUR TIME. 


Set aside time for the Lord & yourself to be together. Get up half an hour earlier each 
day and spend time with the Lord in praise, prayer and bible study. 
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Many Christians don’t know HOW TO study the bible, so they start off from Genesis 
1:1 and start from there. By the time they reach halfway through the book of Numbers, 
they usually stop and never continue. 


Try a different method, as described below, it works for me, so it will probably also 
work for you. Try reading the book of James completely through, each day for 14 
consecutive days and let the Lord start putting the Scriptures into your heart. 


After James, try another small book in the new testament, say Titus, and as well, read 
a chapter of Proverbs every day. (Proverbs has 31 chapters, so you will read all of 
Proverbs in one month). 


This method takes a little longer to read the whole bible, but you will retain more of 
the Word in your spirit this way. Well it works for me anyway, so try it, you might 
like it. 


2. We have been called to be a Holy People 


Learn to keep your spirit’s clean. SPIRITUAL PURITY, SPIRITUAL HOLINESS is 
very important. Deal with keeping your spirit’s clean. Repent often. Keep short 
accounts with the Lord. Repent of your sins and your failure at least DAILY. 


3. Recognize your marriage relationship 


Recognize that when you got married, you and your wife became one flesh, in the site 
of the Lord. This means that you must recognize that your wife is a vital part of your 
ministry. You must include your wife in your ministry work, so that the Lord can 
anoint you fully with His power. Tell your wives that you want them to participate in 
your ministry with you, so that God can be glorified through each of you, and the 
marriage. Invite all wives to all leadership meetings, so that they know what is going 
on and then can be of assistance to you in God’s work. 


4. MEN—Learn to have eyes for only your wife. 


It is important that men learn to have eyes only for their wives and not for other 
women. Learn to become holy in the sight of God. 


5. WOMEN—Learn to have eyes for only your husband 


It is just as important for women to learn to have eyes only for the man they married. 
Learn to become holy in the sight of the Lord. 
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6. Be strong in the Lord 


Joshua 1:9 says:- “Have I not commanded you ? Be STRONG, VIGOROUS & 
VERY COURAGEOUS; BE NOT AFRAID, NEITHER DISMAYED; for the Lord 
your God is with you wherever you go.” 


The commandment of the Lord in this Scripture is very clear. Be STRONG IN THE 
LORD. The Scripture does not say, be weak in the Lord. This is a clear warning, that 
if we are not careful, we can become weak in the Lord. 


7. Evangelization starts at home 


Realize that you have certain priorities and that these should be in accordance with the 
Word of God. 


a) Put God first Matt. 6:33 
b) Put your family second Exodus 20:12 
c) Put your business, or your work into God’s Hands so He can guide you and 


bless you in it. 


8. Get your House in order 


When your house and your family life are in order, (God’s order) there will be peace 
and harmony in your family. 


Peace will follow if there is order in your household. God’s anointing power will then 
come upon you. Your business or work situation will then commence to prosper. You 
will receive promotion in your work situation, if your house is in order. 


9. Recognize and use God’s inner strength 

Phil.4:13 (amplified) says:- “J have strength for all things in Christ who empowers 
me—I AM READY FOR ANYTHING & EQUAL TO ANYTHING through Him 
who INFUSES inner strength into me.” 


When infusion takes place there is a complete melting together of the two parts, into a 
completely new substance. 


When we receive the inner strength of Jesus Christ into our lives, we should become a 
completely different substance, than what we were before this exciting event took 
place. 


10. The Dynamite Power of Christ 


1.Tim.1:12 -- able (or enabled) comes from the Greek word dynamos, meaning 
dynamite, explosive power, enormous power in a small object. For us as Christians, 
ENABLED (DYNAMOS) means we are a “CAN DO” person. 2.Cor.3:5-6, The word 
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used for “able ministers” in the original Greek was also the same word for “able”, i.e. 
DYNAMOS. Therefore “able ministers” are defined as “can do” people. 


To see what happens when somebody becomes holy and obedient to the Word of God, 
read the book by Dennis Bennett, called “9 O’clock in the Morning”. 


11. How to lead someone to salvation 


The following Scriptures are useful to memorize, to help you lead a person to 
salvation in Jesus Christ. 


John 1:12 Romans 3:28 1 John 1:9 John 3:16 
Romans 5:8 Rev. 3:20 John 5:24 Romans 10:9 
John 14:6 Eph. 2:8-9 


12. How to pray for someone to receive the Holy Spirit 
(refer to the Scriptures in Chapter 9) 


a) Teach for about 2 minutes explaining who the Holy Spirit is. 

b) Pray for the release from all evil forces, which the person may have 
encountered in their lives. eg. Buddhism, Islam, temple monkey spirit, occult 
forces, astrology, weedgie boards, fortune telling, etc. 

Cc) Read the following Scriptures:- Mark 16:16-17, Acts 1:8, Luke 11:13, Acts 
2:4, John 14:26 Acts 2:38-39, John 16:13, Romans 10:9-10, 1.Cor.14:2, Jude 
20 


13. How to pray for people to receive Healings 

There are many Scriptures which give the promises that you can receive healing 
through the name of Jesus Christ. In 1.Cor.14, it indicates that there are Gifts (plural) 
of healings (plural). 


This means for each disease, there is a healing promise. The Word says that the name 
of Jesus Christ, is higher than any other name. This then also means that the name of 
Jesus is higher than:- cancer, leprosy, heart disease, sugar diabetes, AIDS, etc. 


A few simple Scriptures only are needed to call upon the fullness of God’s healing 
power, through the authority and name of Jesus Christ. 


Ex. 15:26 Ps.103:3 Is.53:5-6 1.Pet.2:24. 


In becoming willing volunteers for God, we are taking the next step to Spiritual 
growth and also are mighty witnesses for the Lord, wherever signs and wonders occur. 
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LIVING UNDER THE NEW COVENANT 
1, Blessings from God 


Blessings can only come from God, TO THEIR FULL LIMITS, when we fulfil the 
following criteria in our lives:- 


a) Search our hearts for unconfessed sins. 

b) Confess these sins to God. 

Cc) Declare before God that you want to become clean. 

d) Receive your repentance. 

e) Then the blessings from God will follow, because in God’s sight, you are now 


righteous and holy before Him and worthy to receive God’s blessings. 


THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR THE GLORY OF GOD IN OUR LIVES 


When Moses came down from the mountain he had to hide his face, because his face 
shone with the SHEKANA glory of God. 


Under the old covenant, as written in the 613 laws of the Old Testament, the 
SHEKANA Glory of God, was not available to all of the people. We, in this age, are 
no longer to live under the laws of the old covenant, for it says that the Law brings 
death, but that salvation through Jesus Christ, brings everlasting life. So we have to 
choose, between everlasting death (under the old covenant), or everlasting life (under 
the salvation grace of the new covenant). 


We must start to show the SHEKANA glory of salvation on our faces. We must then 
move on into the new covenant, because we are the new covenant people, referred to 
by Jesus Christ. 


2. COVENANT 


We have referred to a “covenant”, but what is the real meaning of the word—covenant 
? Acovenant is NOT a contract. 


A contract is a binding document, created by two or more parties, with clear 
guidelines as detailed below:- 


a) a binding agreement 

b) between two, or more parties 

Cc) initiated by one party 

d) with terms and conditions clearly stated 

e) accepted by the 2" party 

f) solemnly sealed, signed & witnessed by both parties. 
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A COVENANT is different to the definition of a contract, given above and the 
following example will clarify the difference:- e.g A last will and testament, is a 
covenant. 


a) It is made by one party only. 

b) It requests the he party to receive something, from the 1“ party, upon his 
death. 

c) The recipient, oe party) is not placed under any obligation by the covenant, 
UNLESS THE 2“” PARTY WANTS TO BE. 

d) The covenant (will) does not become EFFECTIVE until after the death of the 
person who makes it. 


e) While the 1“ party is still alive, the will has no value, and if he wishes, he can 
change it as often as he likes. 

f) But after the death of the first party, the last version of the covenant is put into 
effect: 


There are many different kinds of covenants which have been made:- 


1) Between man & man 


e King David & Jonathan 
e Ahab & Ben Hadad 


ii) Between God & man 
e God & Noah 
e God & Abraham 
e God & King David 
g) God made 2 special covenants 
e First Covenant—The Old Testament Covenant. 
The covenant was made by God Almighty, and given to the nation of Israel, through 


Moses, as recounted in Heb. 8:13. This covenant was fulfilled in Jesus Christ on the 
cross of Calvary. 


Remember Jesus said that He had not come to abolish the law, but to FULFIL the law, 
meaning He had come to earth to complete it. 


So if Jesus Christ completed (fulfilled) the old testament covenant, then it no longer 
exists for us, the new testament believers, through the salvation of Jesus Christ. We 
have to take a positive step and move on into the new covenant, by grace, through the 
saving blood of Jesus Christ. 


Jer.31:31 gave the promise, made several generations before the birth of Jesus Christ, 
that God Almighty would make a NEW COVENANT with the nation of Israel. 
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OLD COVENANT 


FIRST PARTY | SECOND PARTY 
(God Almighty) | (Nation of Israel) 


OFFERS | DEMANDS 


Redemption of sins each | Righteousness in return 
year through the feast | for forgiven sins 


of atonement. 


This makes this a RELIGION, which is no different from any other. All RELIGIONS 
“offer promises” and all religions “demand responses”. 


WHY WAS A NEW COVENANT NECESSARY ??? Why did God Almighty, with 
His infinite wisdom, consider it necessary, to issue a prophecy, through the anointing 
of His Holy Spirit, proclaiming that God would give a NEW COVENANT to his 
chosen nation, the nation of Israel. Why was the new covenant necessary ??? 


To fully understand the reasons, let us compare the old covenant and the new 
covenant in the following table. 


NEW COVENANT 


FIRST PARTY SECOND PARTY 
God Almighty (Every person in the world) 


Redemption of sins | Offers righteousness 

through the blood of | through Jesus Christ 

Jesus Christ | 

Both parts of the New Covenant are OFFERS FROM GOD, without any demands 
placed upon the individual, unless you as the individual, agrees to place demands 
upon yourself. 


The new covenant is a one-sided affair. It consists only of offers and no demands. In 
the old covenant, we see the following:- 
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Out of Egypt into Israel 

Out of slavery into Freedom 
Out of poverty into Prosperity 
Out of disease into Health 


To accomplish this, God instituted 613 laws in the old covenant and if you broke only 
just ONE OF THEM, in God’s eyes, you broke ALL OF THEM, and you were 
excluded from entering the Kingdom of Heaven. Even Apostle Paul, a person 
recognized as being an authority of the levitical laws, states that he is unable to keep 
them. 


In the new covenant we find out the following. By the acceptance of salvation, 
through the soul cleansing blood of Jesus Christ, we see that:- 


a) BAD DEEDS cannot keep you out of Heaven. 
b) GOOD DEEDS cannot get you into Heaven. 


The Scripture says that people have to repent of their GOOD DEEDS, as well as 
repenting for their BAD DEEDS, and accept the righteousness of God, to receive 
acceptance into Heaven by grace, through the salvation blood of Jesus Christ. In other 
words, you cannot WORK YOUR WAY INTO HEAVEN, it is a FREE GIFT, given 
by God Almighty to the world, for those people who are prepared to reach out and 
accept the gift from God 
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Given to 
whom by God 
i 


How was the 
Covenant 
given ? 


How was the 
Covenant put 
into effect ? 


Effect of the 
Covenant ? 


What was the 
proof of the 
operation of 


the Covenant 
7 


OLD COVENANT 


Jewish Nation and proselytes 
only. 


Legislation of 613 levitical 
laws - circumcision of the 
flesh 


Religious instruction by the:- 
Priests, Levities and Scribes. 


Retribution, fear of 
punishment kept people 
under the Law. 


Outward visible reward or 
punishment for the whole 
Jewish Nation of Israel. 


NEW COVENANT 


Individual persons who accept 
Jesus Christ as their personal 
saviour, all over the world, 
irrespective of nationality. 


Inward onto the heart of the 
believing person - circumcision 
of the Spirit. 


Intimate relationship with 
Jesus Christ, as Saviour, Lord 
and King of their individual 
lives. 


Innocence - God does not 
consider failures and 
punishments. God considers 
innocence more important 
than failures and sins. God has 
called us to glorify Him in 
HOLINESS. 


Inward knowledge and 
fellowship with God the father, 
through Jesus Christ and the 
Holy Spirit. 


Many Christians (and many churches) have only transferred half of their lives out of 
the old covenant. 


Slavery to sin 


New Covenant 
and its promises 
for all who trust 
in His Name and 
obey His Word in 

all situations. 


under satan's 
Authority and 
Control. 


Unable to 


keep all 613 
laws of the 
Old Covenant. 
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They have accepted Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour and have come out from 
under the slavery of sin, but they still try to follow some of the old testament rules and 
regulations. 


For example, some churches still say that their members are not allowed to eat pork, 
because God said in the Old Testament, that pork was unclean. 


So these churches forbid their members to eat pork, completely disregarding the 
vision that the SAME GOD gave to Apostle Peter at Joppa, about the sheet of all the 
unclean foods coming down from Heaven, and the voice instructing Peter to kill and 
eat the food previously considered to be unclean. 


The account in Acts then goes on to recount how the Angel of the Lord informs Peter 
that whatever the Lord says is clean shall NOT BE CONSIDERED UNCLEAN by 
man. 


Yet it is interesting to note that these same churches DO NOT FORBID their 
womenfolk to enter the churches, during the period of their menstruation cycle, even 
though it was strictly forbidden in the SAME OLD TESTAMENT LAWS. 


These types of rules and regulations keep us in the old covenant and as such, we will 
be judged under the old covenant, because God is always consistent in His 
judgements. 


In the previous diagram, these types of churches are at the left hand edge of the 
salvation cross, BUT STILL IN THE OLD COVENANT. 


WE MUST PASS COMPLETELY OVER THE BRIDGE OF SALVATION, FROM 
THE OLD COVENANT INTO THE NEW COVENANT !!! 


The Scriptures say that when we accept Jesus Christ as our Saviour, we put aside our 
old life and become new creatures. When we drink the wine at the communion 
service, we are drinking “THE WINE OF THE NEW COVENANT” which Jesus 
Christ made with His disciples before He went to the cross. That covenant became 
effective (like a will) upon His death and resurrection, and grants us, as beneficiaries, 
certain rights and privileges, under the terms and conditions of His death and 
resurrection. 


WE CANNOT LIVE A GLORIOUS LIFE IF WE TRY TO LIVE UNDER BOTH 
COVENANTS. 


Jesus said that we cannot serve two masters, because you will love the one and hate 
the other. Nor can we serve two covenants, one which leads to death and the other 
which leads to life. Jesus Christ was the only person who did not break the old 
covenant. 


CHRISTIANS MUST REALIZE THAT THE OLD COVENANT WAS FULFILLED 
(COMPLETED) AND BURIED IN THE TOMB WITH JESUS CHRIST. 


Even the Jews will get a new covenant, as promised in Jer.31:31. Entering into the 
new covenant occurred in two distinct steps. 
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Jesus Christ entered first, as the pioneer and prepared the way for us to follow, as 
shown in the next comparison table. But before we go into that detail, I would like to 
give you a simple example of transferring from the old covenant to the new covenant. 


Imagine you were born in Pakistan, so when you grow up you would apply for an 
PAKISTANI PASSPORT, on which to travel overseas, this document indicates your 
national status. 


Now later on, you meet a wonderful person and you get married and you decide to go 
and live in that person’s country. After arranging all the necessary paperwork, you are 
able to get a visa (on your Pakistani Passport) to travel to the new country, and so start 
your newly married life there. Later you decide to become a naturalized citizen of the 
new country. 


After the appropriate qualifying period, you are able to apply for citizenship of the 
new country and YOU ARE GIVEN A NEW PASSPORT. The same example can be 
given about us as Christians. 


Before we got saved, we belonged to the LAND OF SIN, with satan as our king, 
(whether we knew it or not) and our passport clearly indicated that we belonged to the 
COUNTRY OF THE DEAD. 


When we heard about Jesus Christ and accepted Him as our personal Saviour, we got 
married spiritually, (we became part of the bride of Christ) and Jesus Christ became 
our PASSPORT TO HEAVEN, our new land, we were able to cross over the spiritual 
bridge via the cross. 


When we were baptized in water, our old life (and old passport from the land of sin) 
was buried in the tomb with Jesus Christ and ceased to exist. 


When we commenced to exhibit fruit of repentance and to live in the new covenant, 
(becoming a new creation in Jesus Christ) we received a new nationality, we became 
CHRISTIAN and as such we have a new passport to tell the world who we are and 
where we now belong. 
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OLD COVENANT 


Laws given to Moses 
for the whole Jewish 
Nation. 


Came into operation 
by the blood of the 
ram at 3.pm. 


On the third day, the 
nation of Israel 
passed over the Red 
Sea (out of slavery 
into freedom). 


Fiftieth day, the law 
was given to Moses 
for the Jewish 
Nation. 


JESUS CHRIST 
PIONEERED THE WAY 
FOR US 


Crucified on the Cross and 
went into the New 
Covenant. 


Died on the cross at 3. pm. 
He said:- “It is finished” 
and He gave up the Holy 
Ghost. 


On the third day, Jesus 
Christ rose up from the 
grave. Satan is defeated. 


Fiftieth day, the Holy Spirit 
was given at Pentecost, as a 
free gift for all believers to 
receive. 


57 


SAVED PEOPLE TO ENTER 
THE NEW COVENANT 


Repent towards God. believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ for 
Salvation. 


Fruit of repentance to prove a 
changed life, now under God’s 
control and influence. 


Baptized in water, out of satan’s 
reach, under the blood covering 
and care of Jesus Christ. 


Receive the Holy Spirit baptism. 
Be completely filled, anointed 
and sealed. 
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As a result of the law 
being given, 3,000 
people were killed for 
their disobedience 
and received eternal 
death. 


The result of being 
under the Law. THE 
LAW KILLS 


Wandering in the 
desert 14,549 days 
(40 years) instead of 
11 days to reach the 
promised land. 


Entry into the 
Promised Land, 
(land of Canaan). 


Harvest Feast, the 
nation of Israel to 
live in tents. 


As a result of the Holy 
Spirit being given, 3,000 
people were saved from 
their sins and received 
eternal life. 


SALVATION BRINGS 
LIFE. The Spirit gives 
intercession for us with 
Jesus Christ. 


Jesus Christ ascended into 
Heaven and sits on the right 
hand of God the Father 
Almighty to show us the 
way. 


Feast of Trumpets 


Messiah returns, at the 
Feast of Tabernacles, after 
the Feast of the Trumpets. 


As a result of the Holy Spirit 
being present in your life you will 
have confirmed the Gifts of the 
Holy Spirit in your life, with 
manifestation of the Fruit of the 
Spirit. 


The Holy Spirit tells us what He 
hears in heaven, to prepare us for 
things to come in the future. 


Christians are warned that they 
can loose their salvation, as 
written in the Book of 
Revelations. Do not walk in the 
flesh. Flesh = license = sinfulness. 
Legalism = self righteousness = 
sinfulness. Denominationalism = 
man’s law instead of God’s law = 
rebellion = sinfulness. 


Walk in the Spirit, Fruit of the 
Spirit, fulfilling the law of the 
Lord’s Supper. 


Resurrection & rapture. Reign 
with Jesus Christ for 1,000 years 
here on earth. 


Christians must move COMPLETELY into the new covenant if they wish to be 
judged worthy of acceptance by the Lord upon His return to earth. 


Remember we are judged by God’s rules and laws, not by man’s. This is a very 
serious thing that all Christian leaders and congregations have to think about. 
Does God consider we are acceptable to Him ??? 
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ENTERING THE NEW COVENANT 
(JER.31:31, HEB.10:16) 


When Jesus Christ walked the earth, He DID NOT say:- 


“I want you to be the HAPPIEST PEOPLE ON EARTH” - but - “I want you to be 
the HOLIEST PEOPLE ON EARTH”. 


Jesus said all throughout His ministry and teachings that he wants us to be the 
HOLIEST PEOPLE ON EARTH. JESUS CHRIST DID NOT DIE ON THE CROSS 
SO THAT YOU COULD NOT BE HOLY. 


In His Scriptures and teachings is a definite call to turn away from our old lives, 
become cleansed through the blood of Jesus Christ on the cross, be baptized in water, 
in obedience to the Scriptures, and then call on God to honour His promises of Acts 
2:38-39 for you to receive the Holy Spirit. 


WE CANNOT BE A MATURE CHRISTIAN UNLESS WE RECEIVE THE 
INDWELLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, AS IS CLEARLY DEFINED IN HEB. 
6:1-3. Without receiving the Holy Spirit into our lives, we will start out trying to live a 
changed life, or we will try to change our lives, but we will not have the power to 
overcome an attack from satan against us. 


If you look into the life of Jesus, you will see that the SUPERNATURAL things 
commenced to happen in His life only after He received the Holy Spirit into His life. 


Many people accept Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour and have a desire to cross 
over the bridge, from life in slavery under sin & satan’s domination, to a life of grace 
under the blood of Jesus Christ. 


BUT MANY NEW CHRISTIANS ARE FACED WITH 2 PROBLEMS:- 


1. In some churches they don’t believe there is a Holy Spirit for the churches 
today and therefore do not encourage their members to receive the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 


For these churches I have this to say:- If you do not believe in the Scripture which 
clearly states that if you REPENT of your sins, be BAPTIZED in water, as an act of 
public witness, that your old life is buried in Christ, you will RECEIVE THE HOLY 
SPIRIT, then it is obvious that YOU CANNOT CLAIM THE SALVATION OF THE 
LORD, which is contained in the same Scriptures. 


(Acts 2:38) 
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If you cannot claim the salvation of the Lord Jesus Christ, then you cannot claim to be 
of the church of Smyrna or Philadelphia, the only 2 church types mentioned in the 
book of Revelations, which will have its congregations entering into Heaven. 


2. Legalism 


Many churches, with their rules and regulations, try to put people back under the law, 
by claiming that Christians MUST DO THIS & MUST DO THAT, or not do 
something else. Very soon those Christians will have lost their grace under the new 
covenant. 


Jesus made it very clear that we should not try to serve 2 masters. Paul also said that it 
was impossible for ANYONE except Jesus Christ to fulfil the old law. That is why in 
Jer.31:31 God promised the Jewish nation a new covenant. 


If we are to live under the old covenant, why was it necessary for God the Father to 
proclaim, before the birth of Christ, that He would provide a new covenant for the 
Jewish nation ??? 


The reason is simple, the Jewish nation could not keep the old covenant. NEITHER 
CAN WE. !!! That is why we are told that the new covenant is called a GRACE 
COVENANT, where God’s mercy is channelled to us through the blood of Jesus and 
His continual intercession in Heaven for us. Because of this we are told by Jesus to 
CONTINUALLY RENEW OUR MINDS & PROVIDE FRUITS TO prove OUR 
CHANGED LIVES. 


1. FRUIT OF REPENTANCE 


Gal.5:22 specifies the FRUIT (singular) of the Spirit, broken into 9 flavours. 


These fruit are clearly given in the Scriptures in priority order. We must learn to 
exhibit ALL 9 FLAVOURS of the fruit of the Holy Spirit in our lives and then claim 
the manifestation of the gifts of the Spirit also. 


1.Cor.14:1 says LOVE, which is the HIGHEST of the flavours, of the fruit of the 
Spirit should be in all of us otherwise all else is wasted. Paul is quite specific when he 
sayS we must:- EAGERLY PURSUE AND SEEK AFTER LOVE.............. AND 
THEN....... MAKE IT YOUR AIM, YOUR GREAT QUEST, YOUR EARNEST 
DESIRE TO CULTIVATE THE SPIRITUAL GIFTS, ESPECIALLY PROPHECY, 
(not tongues), WHICH IS THE ABILITY TO EDIFY, EXHORT AND COMFORT 
THE BODY OF CHRIST WITH DIVINELY INSPIRED TEACHING & 
PREACHING. 


You notice that inspired preaching & teaching is NOT LEFT TO THE PASTORS, but 
it is the responsibility of EVERY BORN AGAIN BELIEVER. This is important as we 
look at the final comparison table. 
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OLD ISRAELI NATION 


Physical Constitution 
Born by the impulse of the flesh of the man & 


woman of Israel. 

Tribal Divisions of the Body. 

Divided into 12 tribes from the 12 sons of Jacob. 
Central Administration. 


Kingdom of Israel, through Kingship, Judges, 
and/or the Sandhedrin in Jerusalem 


Symbolical Location 
The Temple at Jerusalem. 


Sacred local mediation 
Melchizedek, Aaron & the tribe of Levites. 


Cultural Separation 
Sabbath, diet, circumcision of the flesh, etc. 


National Limitations 
Jews & proselytes only - No Gentiles. 


Spiritual Salvation 
All Israel shall be saved. 
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NEW CHURCH (As_ per the 
Scriptures) 


Second Birth through Jesus Christ. 
Born of water, spirit and of the Son of 
God Almighty. 


One Body 


12 disciples of Jesus Christ, then their 
fruit. 


Churches ruled & governed by Church 
Elders 


Not by centralised denominational, or 
large church to small church 
hierarchies, but directly to the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 


Living Stones 

Temple of the Holy Spirit, forming 
together the new temple & Body of 
Christ. 


Worldwide mediation 
All believers belong to the royal 
priesthood. 


Apostolic Ambassadors 


Greek & Hebrew tribes, pure by 


marriage 
Be all things to all peoples, but do not 


offend their customs. 


World Mission 
Jews and all the countries of the world. 


Opportunity for the complete 
“Church” to be saved. 


Opportunity for the complete church 
to be saved if we become the Church of 
Smyrna or Philadelphia. The Book of 
Revelations says they will be the only 
churches which will be acceptable in 
the eyes of the Lord, when He opens 
the seven seals and proclaims His 
Kingdom. 
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God has clearly given us the guidelines under which He wants us to live out our lives 
here on earth, spreading His gospel, healing the sick, making lame people to walk 
andthe blind to see, claiming back all people to Christ from the slavery of sin. 


But the most clear guideline is that we must live HOLY LIVES here on earth until He 
returns to claim us for His own. 


For us to be equipped for this work successfully, we must get extra power. With this 
extra power we are not only able to stand firm against the fiery darts of the evil one 
(satan), but we must also be able to TAKE UP THE SWORD OF THE WORD OF 
GOD, THE WORD OF TRUTH, AND STRIKE DEATH BLOWS INTO SATAN’S 
TERRITORY. 


FINALLY, there should not be one Christian who does not receive the Holy Spirit. 
This gift is essential to all, and as Paul says, we should all EAGERLY STRIVE TO 
RECEIVE IT, AND TO USE IT, FOR GOD’S GLORY. 


AMEN. 
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THE ROLE OF THE DEACON IN THE CHURCH TODAY 


We know from the Scripture that Jesus was given all authority in Heaven and in Earth 
and that we call Him the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. 


We also know that Jesus Christ is a mighty warrior, who has went to battle against 
Satan at least three times and defeated him, all three times. You question my 
statements ??? 


Jesus defeated Satan three times ??? Well lets look further into the Scriptures and try 
to understand. 


The first time was at the beginning of creation. Jesus was with God the Father and 
God the Holy Spirit, as part of the Trinity when Satan was the arch angel Lucifer. 


Lucifer tried to have a coup d’etat in Heaven, to seize control of Heaven and the 
universe and to install himself as a ruler instead of the Trinity of God. 


Satan and all the angels with him in the coup attempt, were cast out of Heaven, the 
angels to become what we call today “black angels” or “angels of Satan” or 
“principalities and powers of darkness”. 


Satan was to become the accuser of man before the face of God Almighty in the old 
testament times as is recounted in the book of Job, testing the faithful and trying to 
make them fail so that the glory of God in mankind would be destroyed. 


The second time was immediately after Jesus Christ was baptized by John in the 
River Jordan, the Scripture says that the Holy Spirit drove Jesus out into the desert 
where he fasted for forty days and was tempted by the devil. 


We know that Satan was defeated in this attack, by the power of the Word of God 
itself. In each case that Jesus was tempted by Satan, Jesus always replied with the 
words—IT IS WRITTEN. 


The third time was when Jesus Christ died on the cross. The Scripture recounts that 
Jesus descended into Hades and did battle with Satan, preached to the dead, wrestled 
the keys of the kingdom of death and destruction from out of satan’s hands, was raised 
in victory from the grave, proving that death did not have any power over him, 
becoming the first fruits of the resurrection. He then ascended into Heaven to receive 
His reward, that is as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 


But even though Jesus Christ is King of Kings and Lord of Lords, His authority to rule 
over our lives comes about because He was the ultimate servant, not because of His 
Almighty power and authority. Matt.20:25-26 says:- “But Jesus called them (his 
disciples) unto Him, and said : Ye know that the princes of the gentiles exercise 
dominion over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them.” But it 
shall not be so among you: But whosoever will be great among you, let him be your 
minister. (or be your servant)” 
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Jesus in these statements makes it very clear that we are not to bring the worldly ideas 
of greatness and rulership into the church body. Jesus says quite clearly:- BUT IT 
SHALL NOT BE SO AMONG YOU. 


If Jesus says this, then we must know and understand how Jesus wants our church to 
operate so that it functions in accordance with His divine and Holy Word, so that we 
may Glorify Him through our actions and our obedience. 


Matt.20:27 says:- “And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your 
servant.” 


Matt. 20:28 says:- “Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.” 


Jesus Christ, by His own example, showed us what true greatness is, what true 
leadership is, what true servantship is - total dedication to our fellow man, total 
sacrifice for our fellow man, always esteeming others greater than ourselves, always 
ready to help others in need. 


This morning I want to talk to you about the role of the servant, but in particular, the 
role of the pastor, the deacon and the body of believers. 


Philippians 1:1-7 says:- “Paul and Timmotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all 
the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons; 
Grace be unto you, and peace from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 


Notice the order in which Apostle Paul addresses the church in Philippi. 
We call him Apostle Paul, but he calls himself, a SERVANT OF JESUS CHRIST. 


We say greetings to the bishops, deacons and the saints in the church, putting 
emphasis on the position of the pastor and deacon, lifting them higher than that of the 
body of saints, like in worldly situations, - but Paul remembers who he was, who he 
has become, and puts the offices in their correct scriptural level of authority. 


e first the believers in Christ Jesus 
e second the bishops (ministers) 
e thirdly the deacons (sometimes called elders) 


Notice that Paul makes a special distinction between the ministers and the deacons, 
clearly identifying that each has a special place and a special responsibility to the body 
of Christ. 


Previously we have looked at the role of the ministers, so we will just quickly go over 
that now. Ephesians 4-11 says:- “And He gave some, apostles (special messengers, 
or sent ones), and some, prophets (people in this office have the Holy Spirit gift of 
the Word of Wisdom, enabling them to advise about future events, to allow the 
saints to prepare for it) and some evangelists (people with a burning desire to see 
people saved for Jesus Christ and the ability to lead people to salvation through 
their testimony and knowledge of God’s Word) and some pastors_ (the shepherds or 
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caretakers of God’s flock of sheep) and teachers (people who know God’s Word, 
and have been given the ability, by the Holy Spirit, to explain it in such a way that 
other people can easily understand it.)” 


Why were these people given to the body of Christ ?? EPH 4.12 gives us the answer:- 
“For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying 
(building up of the body of Christ)”. 


All of the above roles are to do with the SPIRITUAL WELL BEING OF THE 
WHOLE BODY OF CHRIST. 


The role of all of the above peoples and offices can be identified in the old testament 
writings in the positions of High priest, priest, levites and prophets, so many churches 
do not have any problems with these positions in the body of Christ today. 


Others however try to put all of these positions and responsibilities onto the head of 
the pastor, but that is not what the Scripture says. Each has a singular role and 


responsibility. 


The role of the deacon was introduced in the new testament church in Acts 6:1-6. As 
the early church grew, material needs of the believers became apparent. These needs 
were fulfilled by gifts of charity from within the believers. These gifts of charity were 
good things and are to be encouraged in the church today. 


The problem arose because some of the new believers complained that the gifts were 
being divided out unequally among those people in need. This problem was brought to 
the attention of the Apostles, who listened to the complaint and agreed that something 
was wrong and it must be corrected. 


Notice in the Scriptures that nobody was blamed for the mistakes, nobody was 
punished for their wrongdoings, everybody agreed, “in the spirit of love” that the 
problem had to be corrected. 


This was not a Spiritual problem, but_an administrative problem, so it was not the 
responsibility of the Apostles to distribute the gifts, as they are appointed by God the 
build up the body of Christ spiritually. 


The Apostles gave the problem and the solution of it back to the congregation to 
solve. 


Acts 6:3 says:- “Look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy 
Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business.” 


The Apostles told the congregation to select 7 men (later also women are allowed to 
become deaconesses) to become appointed deacons, in a special ceremony. 


Notice the pastor does not select the deacons, the congregation does. The apostles 
appoint these people, before God and the assembled congregation, into the office of 
the deacon, with its special responsibilities. 


The special ceremony was that the apostles prayed for the deacons, laid their hands 
upon them, transferring authority by the Holy Spirit, to these selected people, setting 
them apart, before God and the congregation, to perform special tasks. 
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The first tasks that the deacons had to perform was to distribute any gifts or goods to 
the needy Christians, without favour and to ensure that all needy Christians receive 
help. 

It is the responsibility of the deacons to bring to the attention of the congregation any 
needs that are known so that the congregation can pray for them and so that the Holy 
Spirit can prompt the hearts of the saints to meet the special needs from time to time. 


The original role of the deacon was from an economic and administrative need in the 
early Christian Community. These roles and needs have not disappeared since then 
and are still valid today. 


As the church grew, people had to:- 


e Write letters:- 
(Stephanus, Fortunatus, Achaicus, Titus, Lucus all helped Paul write the Epistles, or 
Letters to the Churches). 


e Disburse funds 
Epaphroditus, as recounted in Philippians 4:18, when the Philippians church entrusted 
the money which had been collected as a gift for Paul. 


e To serve the church 


Phoebe, the first reference to a lady deacon, who we now call a deaconess (Romans 
16:1) 


e To assist the preachers 
See Acts 20:4, as people went with Paul on his missionary journeys, to help organize 


things and leave Paul with time to spend with the Lord in Prayer, fasting and in 
ministering to the people. 


e Additional Tasks 


Refer Romans chapter 16. 


So we quickly go back and identify the important points:- 


1. The deacon is a role to be created in the church today, because the Scripture 
tells us how to do it and why. 

2. The body of the church are to select 7 men or women to be appointed to this 
office. 

De It is an office with authority and responsibility, as well as service. 

4, The deacons are appointed by the apostles in a special ceremony, with prayer, 
fasting and the laying on of hands. 

5. The deacons are responsible to the apostles of the church to perform their 
responsibilities to give God (not man) the glory. (Phil.1:1, Romans 16:1-2, 1 
Cor.12.28) 
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Now we have established that we need deacons, what are the qualifications that the 
Bible says a deacon or deaconess should possess? 


All Christians should aspire to have the qualifications which will allow them to be 
selected as deacons and/or deaconesses. These are laid down in 1.Tim. 3:8-13.:- 


The person selected for the office of a deacon must already hold all of the following 
qualifications, according to God’s Word:- 


1. 


Di 


4, 


ah 


They must be serious people in their attitude and witness to the belief in Jesus 
Christ. 

Not double tongued, meaning they must be able to say the same thing to all 
types of people, not changing their speaking, depending upon whom they are 
talking to. 

Not given to much wine. People in the world should not be able to accuse 
them of drinking to excess. 

Not greedy, not running after riches. The person must be able to handle money 
but not become enslaved to it. 

Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. 


The person who is to become a deacon must already be a student of God’s Word, 
continually searching to improve his knowledge and spiritual understanding and 
willing to share this knowledge with others. 


6. 


Let them first be proved. 


The Scripture says:- By their fruits you shall know them. People who are to be 
selected to be deacons must be living proof of their Christian witness as well as 
bringing other people to accept salvation. They should all have the proof of the 
Holy Spirit operating in their lives with manifestation of one or more of the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit. 


Let them use the office of a deacon, being found blameless. 


The person, once selected as a deacon must conduct himself in such a way as to be 
considered blameless, both by the body of Christ and by the world at large. 


If a deacon does not fulfil the above condition then he can no longer remain in the 
office of a deacon. 


Let the deacons be the husband of one wife, ruling their children and their own 
house well. 


No secondary wives, no girl friends outside the marriage, no massage parlours. 
These things do not bring glory to the Lord. The deacon must be able to wisely 
and caringly rule over his own household, otherwise God will not entrust him with 
the responsibility of ruling over the Body of Christ. 
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Divisions in the natural home will result in divisions and quarrels in the Body of 
Christ, which does much harm and many people can get spiritually hurt and 
wounded. 


9. Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers (gossips), sober, faithful in 
all things. 


To be a deacon is a family responsibility. The role of the wife is definitely 
included in the role of the husband. The men cannot be a appointed to the office of 
deacon if their wives are not believers. 


The reverse also applies. Women cannot be appointed to the office of deaconess if 
their husbands are not believers. Light and darkness cannot mix in a spiritual 
office. 


This morning we have examined how the Bible says we should establish the 
organization of the Body of Christ. 


Many pastors and congregations think that they know a better way to do it, than 
God does. 


Unfortunately history always shows that they are foolish and that God’s way is 
always the best way. 


As a fast growing church, we have a definite need for deacons, to allow the ministers 
to concentrate on prayer, fasting and building up the Body of Christ. We must now 
decide if we are going to be obedient to God’s Word and follow His guidelines on 
selecting people for the offices of deacons, or go our own way and end up as fools. 


The Scripture says that we are the salt of the earth. As salt we put flavour into any 
surrounding we live in, provided we obey God’s Words. 


In closing this morning I want to read to you a prophecy given to me by the Holy 
Spirit in Australia in 1985 before Rani and I came to Thailand. This prophecy is for 
this and every church in this and every country. 


“Go and preach and teach God’s Word. I, saith the Lord, shall bring in 
the increase and the increase shall become the salt of that nation and I 
Shall perform signs and wonders there, as proof of my divine power 
and the people shall know that the time of their visitation has come.” 


We have seen God fulfilling this prophecy over the last 3 years since we have been 
here in Thailand. It is an exciting time for this nation. 


Do not let us do anything which will prevent the Holy Spirit from continuing to be 
used in its full power in this congregation, or in this nation. 


Let us pray. 


THAILAND - THE TWILIGHT ZONE 
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In the early 1960’s in Australia, there used to be a mini-series on television, called the 
Twilight Zone. This show was always interesting, because the bizarre, the unexpected 
and the miracles, all used to happen on some show or other and you never knew, when 
the story commenced, how it was going to end up. Needless to say it became one of 
my favourite TV programmes of that era. 


I have been here in Thailand now (1988) for a little over three years and during that 
time I have kept my eyes and ears open. 


I can now see that Thailand is in “The Twilight Zone” also. Many strange, bizarre, 
corrupt, or wonderful things can happen here, just like in the TV programmes, I was 
mentioning above. 


Let me give you a few examples, so that you can understand this country a little better. 
Thailand, is a country that has never, in its 2500 years of existence, been completely 
over-run and conquered by any nation except the Japanese, in the second world war, 
for a very short period. 


It is a nation which is very proud of the fact that it has never been “colonized”, even 
though both the English and the French tried unsuccessfully to do so. 


Thailand (which literally means free) has had a long line of kings and the people 
respect their Royal Family very much, and for good reason, for the Royal Family work 
very hard, for the betterment of the people who live and work in Thailand. 


As a foreigner in Thailand, I have learnt to respect the Royal Family also, as I have 
come to know more and more about the many Royal Sponsored Projects, which 
members of the Royal Family have initiated, to promote better living conditions for 
the people of Thailand. 


Many of these projects are sponsored by funds from the Royal Families’ personal 
accounts. Thailand is a land, which has been doing business, both legally and illegally 
for generations and just because it is the twentieth century, (measured by the 
Gregorian calendar) does not mean that corruption has disappeared. 


No, it is still here, in all walks of life and unfortunately, at all levels of the private and 
government business sectors of society. 


Neither the government members of parliament, nor the church leaders, or 
church elders, make any attempts to successfully eliminate it. 


So underneath that smile, which has made the name of Thailand so famous, is a 
country crying out for righteousness, because the people have no inner peace, only a 
false sense of security, by worshipping a dead piece of stone, or worshipping Jesus 
Christ, but not following all of His commandments. 


Thailand is a country ready to be brought “out of darkness” of satanic domination, 
under the guise of the Buddhist religion, into the glorious light of Jesus Christ, the 
only living and true God. 
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But like in the twilight zone series, things do not always appear as they would seem. 
The Christian missionaries came from various parts of the world, as long as 175 years 
ago to this land of Siam, as it was called then. 


They came to tell the local peoples about the Saviour and to help the people in social 
and medical activities. But instead of showing themselves to be in unity with one 
another, under the one Saviour and Lord, Jesus Christ, the missionaries from various 
organizations, arbitrarily divided the country into sections and put labels on them, 
Presbyterian here, Methodist here, etc. Needless to say there was not a great revival in 
Thailand, as everyone expected. 


The reason is of course obvious, the Lord will not fully bless a work which does not 
bring glory and honour to Him, especially if the work quenches the existence of the 
Holy Spirit in this day and age. 


In the early 1900’s other missionaries came determined to change this and they met 
with limited success, but were not accepted by the authorities of the country (even 
though the country claims freedom of religion) and were asked to leave. 


It is interesting to note that there is in existence in Thailand a law which says that the 
number of foreign missionaries who live and work in this land are to be reduced by 
15% each year. 


Up until now, this law, like many others, has not been policed, otherwise I might not 
be here in this land now writing the conclusions to this book. 


After the second world war, we had the beginning of the Charismatic missionary 
groups’ entry into the mission fields of Thailand. They had seen the barriers and walls 
which had been created by the early denominational churches and decided that they 
would not fall into the same trap. 


There would be no limitations, each missionary group could set up churches anywhere 
they wished, they would be “one Body in Christ”, they would work together for the 
glory of the Lord. 


It was a good idea, but like all good ideas, if the people who are involved, do not all 
have the same insight and the same levels of Christian maturity, then it will fail, and 
fail it has. What started out correctly has resulted in more pain and anguish in the 
Body of Christ in Thailand than many can imagine. 


Instead of setting up churches in several villages, in an area, so that the Word is 
spread out evenly, all over the country, the mission groups have all opted to set up 
their individual churches in the SAME TOWNS AND CITIES, creating confusion, 
divisions, accusations of “sheep stealing” and many other things, which in no way 
brings any glory, or honour to the name of Jesus Christ. 


In 1985 the first of the Power meetings took place. The aim of the meetings was to 
bring together the congregations and pastors of many churches from all over the 
country, to worship and praise the Lord together, with sound doctrinal teachings for 
all who attended, with the evidence of the Holy Spirit operating in the midst of the 
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whole Body of Christ, so that those who were sceptical of the Holy Spirit’s role in the 
world today, could be convinced by seeing the miracles, with their own eyes. 


The idea was good and the Hope of Bangkok Church, where the rallies were held, was 
packed every night, for four consecutive nights. Many people were saved so it was 
decided to have this as a regular yearly revival rally. 


In 1986, the same four major churches sponsored the Power ‘86 revival rally, for four 
consecutive nights in a centre holding over 4,000 persons. 


More people attended these rallies than had been to any Christian revival meetings in 
the past and it confirmed that the Lord had answered many prayers for the churches 
to come and proclaim the name of Jesus Christ, in unity together and everybody 
looked forward to Power 87, expecting and believing that everything would be better 
than the previous year. 


But now satan stepped into the picture and caused the things of God to take a wrong 
turn, caused by pride and envy in some pastor’s hearts. 


The organizing committee of Power 87 decided that one of the larger churches in 
Bangkok should not take part in future revival meetings. This church was accused of 
“stealing the sheep” from the other churches. 


THIS TYPE OF DISCRIMINATORY ACTION IS NOT WHAT THE BIBLE 
TEACHES AND THEREFORE WE SHOULD NOT DO THIS. !!! 


All of the churches involved in this decision should ask themselves these very serious 
questions:- 


a) Why did the sheep leave their original pastures in the first place ? 


b) Was it because their original pastors were not providing them with spiritual 
food which allowed them to become mature Christians ? 

Cc) Was it because the previous church refused to teach about the Holy Spirit and 
its role in the churches today ? 

d) Was it because the pastor was ruling the church with an iron fist, as a dictator, 
instead of leading the sheep with pure agape love, as a true shepherd? 

e) Was it because the pastors were not living clean spiritual lives, were NOT 


PRACTICING what they were PREACHING ?? 


I seem to remember that Jesus said something very interesting in John, Chapter 10 and 
I challenge all the pastors in Thailand to answer these statements in the Scriptures. 


But before I ask the questions, let us look at the Amplified translation of these 
Scriptures. 


“I assure you, most solemnly I tell you, he who does not enter in by the door into 
the sheepfold, but climbs up some other way, is a thief and a robber. But he who 
enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. The watchman opens the door for 
this man, and the sheep listen to his voice and heed it, and he calls his own sheep by 
name and he brings them (leads them) out. When he has brought his own sheep 
outside, he walks on before them, and the sheep follow him, because they know his 
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voice. They will never, [ON ANY ACCOUNT] follow a stranger, but will run awa 
from him, because they do not recognize the voice of strangers or recognize their 


call.” 


1. If the Thai pastors claim that this particular pastor stole their sheep, the sheep 
that they have been given the responsibility, by Jesus Christ Himself, to care 
for, why did the watchman OF YOUR CHURCH, let this man into the 
sheepfold in the first place ??? 

Zi Jesus said quite clearly in the Scriptures that when ONE sheep goes astray, 
YOU, THE SHEPHERD, GOD’S APPOINTED CARETAKER, has to leave 
the 99 sheep which are safely locked up in the sheepfold, and go out and 
rescue the sheep that has gone astray. How many of you (Thai pastors and 
missionaries alike) tried to rescue the sheep that got out of your pen ? 


Did you not instead, point an accusing finger and judge your brother, instead 
of removing the “log” which is in your own eye, which was your inability TO 
KEEP THE SHEEP IN THEIR HOME PASTURES IN THE FIRST PLACE 
22? 


Was it not jealousy and envy and pride which caused you to make these false 
accusations against another pastor ??? 


a In John 10:4 Jesus, in His own Words, says that when the shepherd goes into 
the sheepfold, all his sheep recognize his voice, when he, the shepherd, calls 
each of his sheep by name, they gladly follow him. 


Why did the sheep not follow the shepherd when he went to see them ? 


Why did they not recognize his voice? Why did the sheep treat the original 
shepherd as if he was a stranger and run away from him ??? 


All of these questions require serious consideration, if you are an honest and dedicated 
pastor, trying to bring glory into Thailand through your humble service. 


You can close the book now and say that I am crazy, that I don’t understand the 
POLITICS OF THE CHURCHES IN THAILAND. (I have already been told this by 
one so-called learned pastor here). My answer to him I will give to you all. 


Where does it say in the bible that there is to be POLITICS IN THE BODY OF 
CHRIST ??? 

Well the answer is very simple—NO WHERE !!! 

The Scripture says that Jesus Christ is the head of the church and ALL OF THE 


INDIVIDUAL CHURCHES (whether you like it or not) are EQUALLY 
IMPORTANT PARTS OF THE BODY. 


Until all the pastors in Thailand get down on their knees before God Almighty and 
HUMBLE THEMSELVES BEFORE HIM and again be OBEDIENT TO HIS 
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WORDS, there will not be anymore revivals in Thailand, through the existing 
churches WHICH WILL BRING GLORY AND HONOUR TO JESUS. 


It does not matter if several of the pastors join forces, in a conspiracy, to go out and 
attack the Hope of Bangkok Church, to become a direct opposition to his ministry, the 
Lord will not honour this work. 


REMEMBER THE SCRIPTURES:- IF THE LORD DOES NOT BUILD THE 
HOUSE, THEN THEY WHO LABOUR, BUILD IN VAIN. 


The Power 88 revival meetings proved this point. 


For the second year running, the committee decided (judged their fellow pastors) that 
not all of the churches were entitled to join in the revival meetings. 


As a result the Lord could not, and would not, pour out his Holy Spirit power, to its 
full limits, whilst the churches are not obedient to His Words. 


Even one of the main speakers referred to this in his teachings. He said that as the 
power meetings continue, we seem to be getting less and less power from the Lord. 
Unfortunately his statement is very true. 


To recognize a problem, is the first step towards solving it and correcting it. 


The Word of God is unchanging. God will not modify His Word, so that pastors in 
Thailand can wrangle and fight against one another. The time of judgement of their 
actions is soon to come. Only REPENTANCE can solve this problem. 


Unfortunately some of the pastors think they are too spiritual, (because they have been 
pastors for over 20 years) and they don’t need to repent. 


If we look at the ways of the Lord in the Old Testament we will find that God will 
raise up other leaders to do His will, when the established leaders refuse to listen to 
and heed His Words. Moses, Gideon and David are fine examples of this. 


We must realize that the Word of the Lord shall come to pass, either through us, or 
despite us (if we are in rebellion to His Word and His purposes). In closing this 
chapter, I again challenge all Thai pastors (and missionaries) to seriously look at the 7 
churches in the book of Revelations and see if they are confident that their church is 
one of the two church types which are judged acceptable by Jesus Christ to enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven, WITHOUT THE LOSS OF ONE SHEEP IN THEIR FLOCKS. 


To all the readers, who realize the seriousness of the problem I have identified, please 
pray that the Lord will send other prophets and other evangelists to this land, to 
continue to chastise and correct the stubborn pastors, who have, like the priests of old, 
hardened their hearts, to God’s truth and God’s Words. 


I have come to love the Thai Christians very dearly and I don’t want to see any of 
them stumble and fall by the wayside, because those in authority in the churches are 
more concerned with counting numbers in their congregations, than listening to the 
Words of the Lord, ministering care, love and guidance to their sheep, so that the fruit 
shall become mature and remain firm for the glorious final harvest. 
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Many of the pastors have been given parts of the complete vision that the Lord has for 
this country. The Lord has not entrusted any individual pastor to the fullness of the 
whole vision, because He looks at the hearts of His people. However, if the individual 
pastors each write down their individual vision and then come together, in a spirit of 
unity and put the pieces of the spiritual “jigsaw puzzle” together, they may find an 
interesting message that the Lord has told them all before, but nobody ever really 
understood until now. 


Would it not be wonderful to know what God’s complete plan is for this country, so 
that every church in Thailand could join forces and claim God’s vision ??? 


Would it not be wonderful if the Thai churches could fill the National Stadium for 
Power ‘89, with 15,000 people each night for 4 consecutive nights ?? 


All the above is possible, if you are prepared to SUBMIT YOURSELVES AS 
LIVING SACRIFICES, WHOLLY (HOLY) ACCEPTABLE UNTO THE LORD, 
WHICH IS YOUR REASONABLE SERVICE. [MINIMUM REQUIREMENT]. 


The next 12 years shall decide the future for Thailand, as it emerges as an N.LC. 
(newly industrialized country). Whether this country is to become an HONEST, 
RESPECTED, PROSPEROUS, CHRISTIAN COUNTRY, depends upon the TOTAL 
OBEDIENCE of each and every pastor, elder and Christian congregation to the Word 
of God. Only history shall show us the results - or a person blessed with the spiritual 
gift of the Word of Wisdom. 
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THE SEVEN CHURCHES IN THE BOOK OF REVELATIONS 


Before we look at the seven churches themselves, let us try to find out on whose 
authority the book was written, and for what purpose, and to whom. 


The author of the book of Revelations is clearly defined in Rev.1:1. It is the divine 
Word of Jesus Christ Himself, sent down to Apostle John, by an angel, to record it for 
all time, for us, the churches in Asia and for all churches, of all denominations, in all 


the countries of the world (for all generations). 


The writer was Apostle John and the book is thought to have been written in AD 
90-100, some 60 years after the ascension of Jesus Christ our Lord into Heaven. It was 
written whilst John was in exile on the Isle of Patmos, for continuing to preach the 
gospel, after he had been forbidden by the laws of that land at that time. 


The Book of Revelations have some very special points which the serious Bible 
student must be aware of:- 


a) The book of Revelations is the only book in the Bible which contains promises 
for pastors who read the text of this book aloud in the congregations of the 
saints. 


b) The book of Revelations promises blessings to all people who hear the Word 
and PUT IT INTO PRACTISE in their individual lives. 


c) The number 7 (God’s perfect number) is the ruling number in this book. e.g:- 


7 candlesticks, 7 churches, 7 seals, 7 trumpets, 7 thunders, 7 vials, 7 spirits, 7 
stars, 7 “no mores”. 


d) The closing chapters of Revelations, contains a striking contrast to the opening 
chapters of Genesis. Genesis speaks of the creation of the sun, the entrance of 
sin into the life of man and into the world, the curse pronounced upon the 
ground, satan’s triumph in being given authority over all things, on the earth, 
by man (not by God). The exclusion of man from the “tree of life’’. 


e) On the other hand, the book of Revelations tells of a place where there will be 
no need of the sun, (the sun will not shine), all sin will be banished, no more 
curses upon the earth, because there will be a new earth, satan shall be 
overthrown, admission of men once again to the “tree of life”. 


We see in Rev.1:9, the testimony of John, as to why he was in exile, on the Isle of 
Patmos, banished for preaching the Word of God, the proof of which is Jesus Christ. 


I challenge each of the people reading this book and studying the seven churches, to 
ask yourself the following question:- 
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If the Government of the country you belong to, or reside in at present, were to issue a 
new law, forbidding you to preach, proclaim, or believe in the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and they boarded up the front doors of the churches, would you still be 
prepared to proclaim that you are a Christian ??? 


What if the penalty was banishment from your home to an island somewhere out in 
the Andaman Sea. Would you, as an individual, be prepared to continue to preach the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, no matter what the consequences to you might be, or what the 
punishment might entail ??? 


What about all of you so-called “TV Evangelists” ?? 


Would you arrange to have “pirate TV stations” set up and still proclaim the Gospel, 
without fear of persecution and destruction of all your assets ??? 


How would you re-act to such a proclamation, if it was issued ??? 


A lot of you have just thought, it will never happen, what a crazy question, it does not 
concern me, but in each case you will be WRONG, because these questions will 
define your attitude to Christ and His Word. 


We see even though Apostle John was placed into this situation, described above, it 
does not change his attitude to the Lord, or His teachings, as we see John, under the 
anointing of the Holy Spirit, being borne up into the spiritual realm, to be given divine 
revelation from the Lord Himself, to record for our later spiritual growth and well 
being. 


The glorious thing about the book of Revelations is that despite the isolation of John, 
from the world, by a worldly law, John is not isolated from God. 


This clearly proves that the Lord cares for and guides His obedient children, wherever 
they are on this earth, (or even up in the spaceships circling around it), nothing is too 
difficult for Him. 


John hears divine instructions to write down all he sees and hears in a book, just like 
the instructions given by God to the Old Testament Prophets. John is told to send it to 
the seven churches, named by the Lord in Asia at that time. 


Upon hearing the voice, John turns around to see a being, in the image of the 
description recorded by Daniel the prophet, in Dan.7:13-15, and recognizes the Lord 
Himself. 


To make sure that John is not mistaken, in identifying who is talking to Him, we have 
the verbal confirmation of the vision in Rev.1:18. 


“I AM, living in the eternity of the eternities. I died, but see, I AM alive for 
evermore, and I possess the keys of death and hades (hell) ”. 


Jesus clearly confirms who He is (I AM) and then He makes a statement which must 
be fully understood. Jesus says:- “I possess the keys of hell”. 
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Many Christians, who have not studied their Scriptures thoroughly, believe that the 
keys were given to Peter, but the Lord Himself says in the Book of Revelations, some 
60 years after His resurrection, “I POSSESS THE KEYS OF HELL”. 


Does this mean that Jesus gave the keys to Peter and then took them back again ? No 
!. He never gave them to Peter in the first place. The misunderstanding has been 
because of the translation of the two Greek words ‘Petra’ and ‘Petros’. One meaning 
pebble, (small stone) and the other meaning giant rock (like the rock of Gibraltar). 


Jesus Christ is the Giant rock, whilst Peter is the very small insignificant pebble. I 
prefer to have my faith for the church built on the giant rock (Christ), not the small 
insignificant pebble (Peter). 


In Rev.1:20, Jesus explains to John, the various meanings of the symbols he is seeing 
now that he has been transported into the spiritual realm. 


As we commence to study the messages sent to the seven churches, we should also 
understand the meaning of each of these symbols. 


Seven Stars 


The seven stars are the seven angels, one assigned to each church identified in the 
vision. Do you realize that God has appointed a special messenger angel to speak to 
YOUR church ? Do you realize that each church has an individual angel to report to 
God, the activities of its congregation and to give messages to the church, (via an 
acceptable receptive vessel, if anyone is attuned by the Holy Spirit) and the church is 
prepared to listen. 


Seven Lampstands 


The seven Lampstands are identified as the seven churches, to whom the messages 
from the Lord were to be sent. This means that your individual church is a lampstand 
before the Lord. How bright this lampstand shines, depends on the individual candles 
(the individual Christian brothers and sisters who belong to that church body) whether 
they are alight, smouldering only, or completely gone out. 


It is interesting to notice in the Scripture of Rev.1:13, that the image of Jesus is IN 
THE CENTRE OF THE SEVEN LAMPSTANDS. This means that JESUS IS THE 
CENTRE OF THEIR ATTENTION. 


It is important for us to recognize that JESUS CHRIST SHOULD BE THE CENTRE 
OF ATTENTION IN OUR CHURCHES ALSO. 


The other point to recognize in the placement of the churches around Jesus Christ, as 
the central figure, is to understand that all their attention is directed towards Him and 
is not distracted by things of the world, (or things going on in other churches), but that 
they concentrate and look directly upon His face. 
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With Jesus Christ as the central figure, it is more difficult for satan to get the attention 
of the believers, because he is BEHIND THEM and that is where Jesus said satan 
should always be. 


CHURCHES IN REVELATIONS 


7 jen Coe 
2??? 


YOUR | ESuS 
CHURCH | ST ee a 


* 22% 


* 


PHILADELPHIA SARDIS 


Is your church pointed in the right 
direction ??? 


LAODICEA 


It is recognized by theological scholars today, that the seven churches referred to by 
Jesus, were not only the seven physical churches referred to by name in the Scriptures, 
but are also the seven CHURCH TYPES, which would appear and exist throughout 
the “age of the gentiles”, prior to Christ’s return for His chosen people, and so we are 
to be AWARE that these church types COULD and DO EXIST TODAY. 


You will see in the previous diagram that I have added an extra angel and an extra 
church and called it “YOUR CHURCH”. 


During this chapter, we will examine each of the church messages and then I will 
leave it up to yourself (and God) to allocate the score for your church, wherever you 
are. 


Remember you maybe able to fool me, or somebody else with your score, but you 
can’t fool God with it, so I urge you to take this matter very seriously, as we now look 
at the first church, the church of Ephesus.(reference Rev.2:1-7) 
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CHURCH AT EPHESUS 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


| 6 | TESTALLTEACHINGS 
| 8 CJ HATETHENICOLAITANS 


CHURCH AT EPHESUS 
BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM BAD POINT FOUND BY JESUS 


1 ABANDONED FIRST LOVE WHICH IS JESUS CHRIST - 
CHURCH IS GETTING COLD 


2 FALLEN FROM ORIGINAL HEIGHTS AND LOVE OF JESUS 
CHRIST 


CHURCH AT EPHESUS 


CORRECTIVE ACTIONS STATED BY JESUS CHRIST TO GET BACK INTO 
THE PRESENCE OF GOD 


ITEM CORRECTIVE ACTIONS STATED BY JESUS 
REMEMBER YOUR FIRST LOVE - WHICH IS JESUS CHRIST 


THROUGH JESUS CHRIST 
FROM UNRIGHTEOUSNESS 


CHURCH AT EPHESUS 
PROMISES TO ALL REPENTANT BELIEVERS 
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IN THIS CHURCH 


GOD PROMISES THAT ALL REPENTANT BELIEVERS 
SHALL EAT OF THE TREE OF LIFE, WHICH IS IN HEAVEN. 
THESE PEOPLE ARE PROMISED ETERNAL LIFE FOREVER 
WITH JESUS CHRIST - IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD THE 
FATHER. 


CHURCH AT EPHESUS 
CONSEQUENCES TO THOSE WHO DO NOT REPENT OF THEIR SINS IN THIS 


CHURCH 


ITEM CONSEQUENCES IF YOU DON’T REPENT OF YOUR 
SINS 


JESUS WILL VISIT YOU PERSONALLY AND REMOVE THE 
LAMPSTAND FROM YOUR CHURCH. THE LIGHT WILL BE 
EXTINGUISHED. THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL DEPART FROM 
THE CHURCH, AND ALL BELIEVERS WHO DO NOT 
REPENT SHALL NOT ENTER THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 
AT THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST. 


In today’s world, one would think that a church doing all these GOOD DEEDS 
would be acceptable to God, as it:- Preaches, Teaches, Tests the Word of God, etc. 


But in the EYES OF JESUS CHRIST, who is given ALL AUTHORITY IN 
HEAVEN AND IN EARTH, this is not enough. 


The fact that this is a church, which has started to grow cold in its spiritual walk with 
the Lord, is enough to exclude it from Heaven. 


But we see that God is MERCIFUL. He does not leave the finding of the corrective 
actions or solutions to us. He gives us the ingredients to correct each individual 
believer in the Ephesus, or spiritually dying church. Jesus leaves the decision on 
whether to change or not up to each individual believer. 


It is not the responsibility of the pastor, or the elders anymore, IT IS THE 
RESPONSIBILITY OF EACH INDIVIDUAL BELIEVER IN THE CHURCH, 
TO REPENT AND TURN BACK TO GOD AND GOD’S CHOSEN 
PATHWAY, FOR THE INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIAN. 
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Let us now move on to look at the Scriptures and the special message sent to the next 
church, the church of Smyrna. (reference Rev.2:8-11) 


CHURCH AT SYMRNA 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS 


GOOD POINTS TO NOTE AND TO PUT INTO PRACTISE EVERY 
DAY 


SUFFERED AFFLICTIONS, DISTRESS, TROUBLES, POVERTY. 
WERE SLANDERED AND REVILED BY FALSE CHRISTIANS 


4 PROCLAIMED GOD’S WORD UNDER ALL CONDITIONS - EVEN 
UNDER THE THREAT OF TORTURE AND DEATH BY THE 


LEGAL AUTHORITIES OF THAT DAY AND AGE. 


CHURCH AT SYMRNA 


PROMISES TO STEADFAST BELIEVERS WHO BELONG TO THIS 
CHURCH 


ITEM PROMISES TO STEADFAST BELIEVERS BY JESUS CHRIST 
PROMISED THE CROWN OF LIFE IN HEAVEN AT THE TIME OF 
JUDGEMENT. 


1 
NO INJURY BY THE SECOND DEATH. GOD PROMISES 


The church of Smyrna is a very special church. It has afflictions, distress, pressing 
troubles and poverty. It has been reviled and slandered against, by “so called 
Christians”, who were really backsliders, again under the domination and power of 
satan. The people had been tortured, thrown into prison and even killed, because they 
continued to proclaim the Gospel of Christ. All of these things did not cause their 
faith to begin to crumble, because it was securely anchored to the giant rock of 
salvation, Jesus Christ Himself. 


As we study this church we see that when we commit our lives to Jesus Christ, our 
PHYSICAL LIVES are no longer of any value, if we try to keep them. It only 
becomes of value to us if we are prepared to offer it up as a sacrifice to Him, not 
worrying about the physical pain or troubles, but being determined to preach God’s 
Word wherever we go, despite the consequences. 
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The other important thing to notice about this church type is that, in the eyes of Jesus 
Christ, this church, and all the believers who are in it, they are acceptable to Him. 


It has no faults. !!!!! 


Conclusion:- The church of Smyrna is an acceptable church type, in the eyes of God, 
but not all Christians have the faith, nor the spiritual maturity, to be able to trust the 
Lord completely, in the times described above, that this church had to face. 


But all of us - SHOULD BE ABLE TO PASS THE TEST OF THIS CHURCH 
TYPE, IF WE REALLY WANT TO GLORIFY GOD IN OUR DAILY LIVES. 


So far, we have examined two church types and the score is:- 

e One church for satan 

e One church for God 
Quite surprising so far, but let us continue the study and see if we can get a better 
score by the time we have studied all seven churches. 


The next church is the church at Pergamum, (Reference Rev.2:12- 17) 


CHURCH AT PERGAMUM 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


fF Living in Satan’s eit - Tut aet part of Satan’s activities. 


CHURCH AT PERGAMUM 
BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 
ht aa Some teach things of the world (false doctrines. 
—7 seme teach TSSHiE pEcuIET ta cee EAT Ee food set before Idols. 


| 3. _| Some practising sexual acts which are contrary to God’s Word. | practising sexual acts which are contrary to God’s Word. 


; Others are teaching wrong doctrines from the Courts of the 
NICOLAITANS - the ones who corrupt the people. 
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CHURCH AT PERGAMUM 
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS SPECIFIED BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM CORRECTIVE ACTIONS DEMANDED BY JESUS 
CHRIST 


REPENT - Change your will and attitude to God - or Jesus 
Christ will come and fight against you with the sword of 
truth and you will not be able to stand against the attack 
from God. 


CHURCH AT PERGAMUM 
PROMISES TO OVERCOMERS BY JESUS CHRIST 


CHURCH AT PERGAMUM 
CONSEQUENCES FOR THOSE WHO DON’T REPENT 


ITEM CONSEQUENCES FOR ALL WHO DON’T ACT ON 
GOD’S WORD 


Jesus shall destroy the church with the sword. 
He will not allow it to stand and be a bad witness for Him. 


3 All who are destroyed shall no enter the Kingdom at the time 
of the eternal judgement of all mankind. 


The church type of Pergamum, is unfortunately like many churches in the world 
today, they do not bring glory to the Lord Jesus Christ, in their present form. 


You may consider this a strong critical statement, but let us look at the facts. I will 
leave the Holy Spirit to prompt you in your decision, as to the correctness of my 
comments. 


First_of all within this church there were divisions, with some spiritually mature 
Christians trying to follow the Word of God. 
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In addition to this, we had some of the newer believers (and some of the older ones) 
still clinging to_ traditions from the worldly situations, which is contrary to God’s 
Word. 


When we become “born again” believers, the Word says we become new creatures, 
old things (all of them) pass away. 


The church also had some people teaching doctrine which was contrary to the Word of 
God and trying to encourage the believers to eat food which had been offered to idols 
and/or other gods. 


There were also in the midst of the congregation, people who were practising 
corruption. All of these things were wrong in the eyes of the Lord. (and it still is 
today) 


The following things are important to note about this church type and the warning 
given by Jesus to the believers who belong to this church. 


This warning should prompt some action from all of us. 


First of all, Jesus identifies that there are “good Christians” and “bad Christians” 
attending the same church. 


We know that light and darkness cannot mix, nor can sweet water and salt water come 
out of the same well, at the same time. 


Therefore, we would expect that the Lord would recommend some sort of separation 
process, (if we use worldly logic) to protect the “good Christians” whilst the Lord 
dealt with the “bad Christians” in the congregation. 


But that is not the case, that is not the way that Jesus deals with His followers. 


Jesus said if the WHOLE CHURCH DID NOT REPENT (good and bad Christians 
alike) then Jesus would come and fight against them with the sword of His mouth, 
which we know is the Word of Truth. 


Jesus considers that the ‘good Christians’ are just as guilty as the “bad Christians’, 
because the ‘good Christians’ failed to test the Word being preached and when it was 
determined that it was incorrect teaching, they FAILED TO ACT AND HAVE THE 
TEACHING STOPPED. 


Also the ‘good Christians’ FAILED TO STOP THE CORRUPTION, which was 
obviously apparent in the church congregation, or in the worldly situation around 
them. 


This is a very important lesson for the Church body at large to realize. In the eyes of 
Jesus Christ, you cannot be judged blameless if you become one of the ‘silent 
majority’ who is not involved themselves, in the wrongdoing, but DO NOTHING 
ABOUT HAVING IT STOPPED. 


Jesus considers inactivity, to not correct (take action against) something that is wrong, 
as a sin and all are collectively guilty (both the “good Christians and the “bad 
Christians) for allowing the sin to remain in existence. 


© Copyright 1998 Rev. Jeffry Camm 
84 


OUT OF DARKNESS 


To the churches in Thailand, this comment is very relevant. For over 175 years the 
churches have been building up barriers among the congregation, not removing false 
teaching and some traditional practises (from the worldly point of view) from within 
their congregations. 


These stumbling blocks have prevented the Holy Spirit from being able to move in the 
midst of the COLLECTIVE CHURCH OF THAILAND, because of jealousy, pride, 
envy, competition, accusation of ‘sheep stealing’, corruption in the land, etc, which 
has been allowed to remain by the Church at large, the Body of Christ.. 


I challenge the COLLECTIVE CHURCH OF THAILAND, to consider the judgement 
of Jesus Christ upon the church of Pergamum. He has stated that He shall come and 
fight against you (Jesus shall fight against you personally) with the sword of truth. 


We all know that nobody has ever been able to defeat Jesus Christ in a spiritual battle. 
Even satan, who is far greater than us, (in spiritual terms) was unable to win in his 
several and continual battles against Jesus. 


We are told to quote the Word against satan and he shall flee from us. This indicates 
how powerful the Word really is. If Jesus Christ uses that same Word against us, then 
we will surely be destroyed, not just the ‘bad Christians’ but also the ‘good Christians’ 
who were part of the silent majority who did not do anything to correct the situation 
and bring the churches into unity under the sovereign reign of Jesus Christ. 


I will leave you to pray to Jesus Christ for forgiveness, and to ask the Holy Spirit to 
identify the things which needs to be corrected in the churches, so that the ‘good 
Christians’ are not destroyed along with the ‘bad Christians’. 


But now we have looked at three churches and the score is:- 


e 2churches for satan 
e 1 church for God 


Let us continue the study and see if the score can get any worse. All along you have 
thought that everything was going to be OK once you became a Christian. Well maybe 
now you will start to think being a Christian is not as easy as you first thought, if you 
start to use the eyes of Jesus Christ, as the judge of what is right and what is wrong. 


Let us now look carefully at the fourth church, the Church of Thyatira. (reference 
Rev.2:18-29) 
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CHURCH AT THYATIRA 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


Rejecting the false teachings and the false teachers who give 
it. 


CHURCH AT THYATIRA 
BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


1 Church is divided between followers of true and false 
teaching. 


False Prophetess teaching false Doctrines. 
Elders inactive - Do not stop false teaching in the assembly. 


4 Christian Babies led astray by false teachings of the false 
Prophetess. 

5 Lack of checking by the Church Leaders and the 
Congregation. 


CHURCH AT THYATIRA 
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS TOLD BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM CORRECTIVE ACTIONS FOR THE SAINTS IN THIS 
CHURCH 


REPENT OF PAST SINS - Turn back to God for forgiveness. 
Check all Doctrines taught in the Assembly 
Remove all false prophets from the assembly. 
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4 Teach Correct Doctrine. If it cant be found in the Word - 
don’t teach it at all. 
Protect and Recover the “Babes in Christ”. 


| 6 Test all future Words given in the Assembly. 
If it does not line up with the Word of God - then reject it all. 


CHURCH AT THYATIRA 
PROMISES GIVEN BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM PROMISES FOR THOSE WHO OBEY IN THIS CHURCH 
Reward each as you deserve - check your attitudes also. 


No added trials for those who tested the Word and rejected it. 
Hold fast to what you have till I come for my chosen people. 


CHURCH AT THYATIRA 
CONSEQUENCES FOR THOSE WHO DON’T REPENT 


ITEM CONSEQUENCES FOR THOSE WHO DON’T REPENT 
Some souls to be lost - to cleanse the Body of Christ. 
Wrongdoers given no second chance - all are destroyed. 


3 Jesus removes the unholy by elimination to protect the holy 
from contamination. 


From the tables it is very easy to see that this church type has a problem, in that the 
church has allowed wrong teaching to continue in the church, for some time, without 
taking steps to remove it and teach the correct Word, from the Scriptures. 


Some of the believers have remembered Apostle Paul’s warning to the Church at 
Ephesus and have carefully tested the teachings from the ‘so-called’ apostles and have 
found that the teachings did not line up with the Word of God and as a result, they 


have rejected the teachings and the men who teach them. 
Unfortunately, the mature Christians, upon identifying the false teachers and the false 


prophetess, did not take the necessary steps to REMOVE THEM FROM THE 
CHURCH BODY, which is the correct action, as is stated in the Word. 
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The result was that some of the “babies in Christ” were led astray by the false 
teachers, and the Words of the false prophetess - lead towards destruction. 


It appears from the account in the Book of Revelations, that the Lord must have 
sent many messages in prophecy to the church, identifying that there was false 
teaching taking place, to warn the church to take some positive action, to remove 
the people concerned, but alas the church elders, the church pastors and the mature 
Christians in the congregation did nothing. 


The promises and consequences for this church are things we should be happy about 
(on the one hand) and sad about (on the other). 


For the people who recognized the wrong doctrine in the church, and refused to 
follow it, Jesus promised that they would not receive additional trials in their earthly 
lives, but that they must hold fast to what they already have (their salvation and their 
faith) until the Lord comes back for His bride. 


Jesus goes on to tell John that He has given the false prophetess plenty of time to 
change her ways, but that she has hardened her heart and refused to repent of her sins, 
so it is logical that she should be destroyed, given over to the desires of her heart, 
given over to satan and eternal damnation. But what about the poor young babies that 
were led astray??? 


You would think that they should be now awakened to the truth of the wrong 
teachings and be given a chance to repent and turn back to Jesus Christ. 


We see in this example, both the justice and the mercy of God at work. The young 
babies in Christ, are given one last chance to repent and turn back to God. 


All who fail to listen to this warning are then to be destroyed along with the false 
prophetess and her teachers. 


All throughout the Bible, the Word clearly commands us to be the “HOLIEST 
PEOPLE ON EARTH”. The judgement upon this church is that, like the bad hand, or 
bad eye, which was to be cut off, to save the remainder. (ref. Matt.18:8-9) 


Jesus will “cut off the bad part of the church”, to stop the pollution of the Word from 
spreading. 

JESUS IS PREPARED TO ALLOW SOME SOULS TO BE LOST, TO KEEP 
THE BODY OF CHRIST PURE & HOLY & ACCEPTABLE TO HIM. 


If we, as Christians, do not guard against the “watering down” or “polluting of the 
Word” in our assemblies, then the Lord will act to remove these offenders, by 
ELIMINATION. 


So after studying four churches, the score is:- 


e 3-churches for satan 
e 1 church for God. 
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Let us move on to study the fifth church in the series and see what God has, as 
instructions for correction, in this specific church type. 


CHURCH AT SARDIS 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS 


1 Still a few souls who have not soiled their clothes with sin - 
who are still worthy of keeping their names in the Lamb’s 
Book of Life. 
in this church, to keep their salvation until eternity. 
CHURCH AT SARDIS 
BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS 


JESUS WILL TREAT THIS CHURCH LIKE UNBELIEVERS 
ny 


eee 


CHURCH AT SARDIS 
CORRECTIVE ADVICE GIVEN BY JESUS CHRIST 


| 6 | Obey thematalltimes 
| 8 __| Start a record of works worthy of mention in Heaven. | 
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CHURCH AT SARDIS 
PROMISES TO THE RIGHTEOUS ONES 


o PROMISES BY JESUS CHRIST 


People who are judged worthy by Jesus Christ shall wear 
white robes and their names shall remain in the Lamb’s Book 
of Life. 


Their names shall be proclaimed openly in Heaven. 


CHURCH AT SARDIS 
CONSEQUENCES FOR THOSE WHO DON’T REPENT 
OF THEIR SINS 


| 1 _| Jesus Christ shall come upon them like a thief inthe night. | 
| 2_~_| He shall remove their names from the Lamb’s Book of Life. _| 
| 3___| They shall loose their salvation and go into eternal damnation. | 


In studying this church you may have been surprised to see that Jesus threatens to 
remove a person’s name from the Lamb’s Book of Life, because the person’s clothes 
had become soiled, with his disobedience and his sinful nature. 


Many Christians believe that “ONCE SAVED IS ALWAYS SAVED”. Well 
unfortunately that is not what the Scriptures say. 


In Rev.3:4-5 Jesus makes the statement that there are still a few who have not soiled 
their clothes.... and I will NOT erase their names from the Book of Life. 


This means that to qualify in keeping your name in the Book of Life, you must not soil 
your clothes, you must remain in accordance with the Word of God at all times, 
regularly examining your position before God and repent of any disobedience or 
misdoing’s, so as to remain righteous before the Lord (at all times). 


Another way of looking at this statement, is as recorded in John 15:16. In this 
Scripture, Jesus says that you did not choose Him, He in fact chose you and ordained 
you, that you should go out and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain 
(PERFECT). If your fruit does not remain, or goes bad, then you are no longer worthy 
to keep your name in the lamb’s book of life. 


In using this definition of worthiness, it is necessary to challenge every pastor, in 
every church, across every land. 


In Matt.18:12, Jesus makes mention of the shepherd with 100 sheep in the flock, 
under his love, guidance and responsibility. These are the “fruit” that he is to “take 
care of’, until Jesus returns for His bride. 
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We know today that from time to time, some of the “sheep” wander back into the 
world, following after their “previous shepherd”, which is satan. 


In discussing this problem with pastors in many different countries, I have been given 
all sorts of EXCUSES, (but called statistics), that it is normal for approximately 
10-20% of all believers to fall away, during the first year of their salvation. 


They have said, in affect, that they are prepared to allow 20% of their fruit to drop to 
the ground, to rot and die. I would suggest that they ask themselves why Jesus Christ 
said that they are to leave the 99 sheep and go out and find AND BRING BACK THE 
SHEEP THAT WAS LOST. Why did Jesus Christ say that ?? 


If Jesus Christ said that they should do it, then I would humbly suggest that some 
pastors better change their attitudes to their “retention factors”, and instead of 
accepting an 80% retention factor, they better get back into the Word and go for the 
100% that is required of them, so that their garments shall not be considered soiled 
and their names shall not be removed from the Lamb’s Book of Life, like is written 
for the Church of SARDIS. 


So after 5 churches, the score is:- 


e 4churches for satan 
e 1 church for God 


Many pastors, upon reading what I have just written, may try to brush this off as a 
wives tale, or just another mad author, trying to make a fast dollar. 


This is not true, because all publications from New Light Ministries are free. | make 
no financial gain from writing this book at all. 


I write it to turn people back to the Scriptures and back to the Lord. You may think 
whatever you like of me, but I challenge you to check the score. 

We have examined five churches so far, only one of them has been acceptable to the 
Lord, without any correction. 

Remember, He (the Lamb of God) is the ultimate judge, you have to convince Him of 
your worthiness, not me. 


Now let us move on to church number six, the church of Philadelphia and see what 
the Lord considers is good, or bad in this church. 
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CHURCH AT PHILADELPHIA 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM 
1 


Shown “Agape Love” in all situations, even during trial and 
tribulations. 


The church is acceptable to God. 


CHURCH AT PHILADELPHIA 
PROMISES GIVEN BY JESUS CHRIST FOR THIS CHURCH 


ITEM PROMISES GIVEN FOR THIS CHURCH BY JESUS 
CHRIST 
1 Jesus places an open door in front of this church, which 
cannot be closed by satan or any of his agents. 
Saints kept from the trials which will come at the” end-time”. 


3 Hold fast to their treasures, the crown of eternal life. 
4 Made to be a pillar in the Heavenly City with a new name. 


We have some good news, when studying the Church of Philadelphia, for it is clear 
that in the eyes of God, this church type is acceptable to Him:- shout 
HALLELUIAH!!!. 


In the eyes of God - not man, the work of this church is deemed to be acceptable. 
Even though the church had little power, it has used it wisely to glorify the Lord. The 
church was very conscious that false teachings could creep into the Body of Christ and 
so they tested EVERY TEACHING AND EVERY DOCTRINE, to ensure that it was 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 


Neither the church as a whole, nor the individual believers, renounced or denied the 
Lord’s name at anytime. The Lord emphasizes that this church ENDURED 
PATIENTLY their trials and hardships, according to the lessons taught them by Jesus 
and the Apostles. 


This means they endured their trials and tribulations with love for one another, both 
for the believers and for the unbelievers alike. They were not complainers, gossipers, 
liars, or people who caused division in the churches, etc., but_at all times, by their 
words and their actions, they showed and manifested the agape love, which is the true 
sign of a mature Christian. 
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The promises given by the Lord for this church are worthy of note also, as they must 
make us examine our own thinking and attitudes. 


First of all Jesus promises that in front of this church God has placed a door and this 
door is open forever. No-one on earth can shut the door before this church. 


Secondly, all of the false teachers, which have been identified in the other churches so 
far, will be required to bow down at the feet of the saints of the church of Philadelphia 
and acknowledge that Jesus has loved these saints. 


Thirdly, the saints of this church are told they will not suffer the hour of testing, which 
is to come upon the world, indicating that the saints of the church of Philadelphia 
shall be guaranteed a place in the rapture when Jesus comes back for His children. 


As encouragement, Jesus tells the saints of this church to HOLD FAST TO THE 
TREASURE THAT THEY HAVE, so no-one can rob them of their crown ( which by 
right, already belongs to them). 


For those people who do hold fast, they shall have written on them, the name of God, 
(for their protection), become the pillars in the new city and receive the new name of 
Jesus Christ. 


Many Christians do not realize that after Jesus Christ comes back at the rapture, He 
will rule for 1,000 years and will be given a new name, as will all His worthy subjects. 
Even though this church did not have any faults, at the time the Scriptures were 
written, there is still a warning given to all the believers in this congregation. 


The individual believers in this church, could loose their crowns in Heaven, if they 
become complacent and ceased to hold fast to the treasures they have acquired already 
in Heaven. 


This is a warning that ALL BELIEVERS SHOULD NOT TAKE LIGHTLY. If you do 
not keep your fruit remaining, that is, the fruit of your repentance, your fruit of 
salvation, your fruits of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, which is given severally, as the 
Lord wills, (not man) then you will not be deemed acceptable, in the eyes of God, on 
the day of judgement and shall have to go through the Baptism of Fire, fire of 
purification, to have all the chaff burned off your spiritual body, so the remainder can 
be turned into the jewels by purging through the fire. 


Christians therefore have to review their spiritual positions on a regular basis, to 
ensure that in accordance with Hebrews 6:1-3, we are continually maturing as 
Christians, not staying at the same level of spiritual growth, or understanding. 


In reviewing the score, we now have:- 
e 2churches for God 
e 4churches for satan 


This means that in the six churches we have examined so far, 60% of the church types 
are deemed not to be acceptable to God, in the form He observed them. 
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To become acceptable, they all had to repent of their sins and accept the corrective 
actions identified in the Scriptures for each of them. 


Let us examine the final church, the church of Laodicea and see how this church was 
rated by the Lord. 


CHURCH AT LAODICEA 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 
ITEM GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST IN THIS 
CHURCH 


1 NO GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST IN THIS 
CHURCH !!! 


CHURCH AT LAODICEA 
BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 
ITEM BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST IN THIS 
CHURCH 


1 Not acceptable to the Lord, because it is a spiritual church 
which is not “on-fire” for the Lord. 

2 They are not hot or cold - just lukewarm. This is a spiritual 

3 


ae state that the Lord will not accept. 


The church covets the wealth of the world, instead of the 
wealth of spiritual things. 


4 This church is under the false illusion that it is acceptable - but 
unfortunately it is not. 


CHURCH AT LAODICEA 
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS FROM JESUS CHRIST 


FOR THE LAODICEANS 


ITEM ALTERNATIVES FOR THE LAODICEAN CHURCH 


Unless they repent they shall be rejected by Jesus as 
unworthy. 


If they repent, they shall sit beside Jesus in Heaven. 
These are the only two choices given to this church. 
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It is a “take it or leave it” option. Jesus has judged them 
already - they just have to decide on which place they wish to 
be after judgement time take place in Heaven. 


CHURCH AT LAODICEA 
PROMISES FROM JESUS CHRIST FOR THE LAODICEANS 


ITEM PROMISES FOR THE LAODICEAN CHURCH 


1 Dramatically change your spiritual ways & wake up for 
Christ. 

2 Provide treasures tried by temptations - treasures worthy in 
Heaven. 


Walk in the way of righteousness to receive white robes. 


4 Jesus chastens you and corrects you because He loves you and 
does not want any to perish - so repent before it is too late. 


The church of Laodicea, is like many churches which exist today, in the developed 
world. 


It is a church which has a flashy, impressive modern building, with airconditioning, 
modern sophisticated electronic sound and music systems, comfortable upholstered 
seats, lush carpets on the floor, overhead projectors, video screens and all the other 
things which go with a very affluent society. 


The church pastor is given a large house, compliments of the church, plus an 
expensive car and a high salary. He is a member of some of the best society clubs 
around town - and in some cases, he has some businesses on the side, (just as 
insurance, or to help put the children through college.) 


The church appears to be very rich (and in fact in a worldly sense, it is) but it is 
spiritually dying. 


It resembles a selective society club, where membership is limited to the very select 
few, who earn high salaries, or who are relatives of someone who does. 


The church gives a token offering to the poor and a token offering to the mission work 
of the church, but the attitude is one of obligation - not because of the genuine love of 
God. 


No-one can remember when the pastor last prayed for anyone to be healed (and a 
healing actually occurred). 


No-one can remember when the last person made a genuine commitment to serve the 
Lord with ALL of his life and his money and his talents. 
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Even if they could, they would remark that “Johnny” always took his religion too 
seriously anyway. This is a church in definite spiritual decline. It is a church that Jesus 
no longer considers to be CHRISTIAN by name, as it does not glorify Christ in any of 
its activities. Jesus Christ is very harsh in His judgement on this church, but for very 
good reason. 


Jesus clearly tells John that He will spit this church out of His mouth if it remains in 
its present state and with its present attitudes. But we know that God is merciful, God 
is just and God is never changing, He is always compassionate in His ways. Jesus 
Christ gives this church the opportunity to repent, to change their ways and again 
come back to Him, like the prodigal son. 


In Rev.3:20, we have the famous Scripture, where Jesus says He is waiting just 
outside the door to our hearts, gently knocking and waiting for us to open the door, so 
He can have fresh and continual communion with us. This clearly shows the glory of 
God. 


Despite the fact that Jesus wishes to spit this church out of His mouth, He will not do 
so without giving every individual believer inside the church an opportunity to once 
again be restored to the fellowship of Jesus Christ. 


What a great and mighty God we have HALLELUIAH !!! 


So, in the church of Laodicea, we have a clear warning to all financially secure 
churches, who consider the appearances of their churches and the way they dress up 
their choir personnel, more important than the basic teachings of Acts 1:8, to spread 
the good news to all nations of the earth. 


Any church which does not have an outreach programme in their own city, their 
own country, and who do not send mission funds to assist in the spreading of the 
gospel, in other countries, either by financial support to their own missionaries, or 
to other foreign missionaries, are (in my view) guilty, in God’s eyes, of falling into 
the category of the Laodicean church. 

Any church which allows denominationalism to take precedence over the Word of 


God (all the Word of God, all of the Bible) is also guilty of belonging to this 
category. 


Let us now try to draw some conclusions:- 
We have examined seven churches and we arrived at the startlingly score of:- 


e 2churches for God 
e 5churches for satan 


This is not what many Christians would have expected when they commenced this 
chapter, but the Word tells the truth of the situation, as Jesus, not man, judged those 
churches at that time. 


In the seven churches we have studied, the message to the angel of each of the seven 
churches always finishes with the words:- 
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“He who can hear, let him listen to and heed what the Spirit (Holy Spirit) says to 
the assemblies (the churches). 


This is the new testament equivalent, to the old testament command, which was given 
by God to each of the prophets, when giving them a message to deliver to the people 
of Israel. “Thus saith the Lord God of Israel’’........... 


This message for the seven church types, is a direct message to us from the Lord and 
we must obey it, in the same way that we obey Acts 2:38-39, when we repent of our 
sins, are baptized in water and receive the Holy Spirit power into our lives. 


For those churches which at present do not believe that the Holy Spirit is for this day 
and age, I feel sorry, because they will therefore not heed the warnings of the book of 
Revelations, and as such, their saints may not fall into a category which is recognized 
(in God’s eyes) as acceptable to Him, in the last days. 


The above seven church types were recognized as being in existence at the time, some 
60 years after the ascension of Jesus Christ into Heaven. 


But this warning is given to us, so that we, as individual churches today, would not 
fall into some of the pitfalls and traps those early churches did. 


Therefore we as individual churches, must examine ourselves in the light of the points 
identified for all the previous churches and identify (TRUTHFULLY) where we, as 
individual churches stand. 


The following table is recommended as a checklist, to identify where your individual 
church stands, in relation to the points identified as being, for or against, each of the 
individual seven church types studied. 


If you identify any points which God has previously identified as being not acceptable, 
then the obvious solution is also to identify GOD’S REMEDY FOR ITS 
CORRECTION, so that the church can again be found acceptable in God’s sight. 


After completing the checklist table for the church, (collectively) then each individual 
Christian should then examine the SAME LIST FOR HIS OWN SPIRITUAL 
SITUATION and follow THE SAME SET OF CORRECTIVE ACTIONS. 


In concluding this study I trust that every person has been challenged to have a careful 
look at their particular church, their teachings and organization and in addition reflect 
on their own personal positions and relationships firstly to the Lord and then to other 
members of the Body of Christ. 
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HEE 


SPIRITUAL 
CHECK 
LIST 


for 
INDIVIDUAL CHURCHES 


and 
INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIANS 


HE 8 8 
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ITEM YOUR YOU AS A 
CHURCH CHRISTIAN 
[YES/NO] [YES/NO] 


Is Jesus the centre of all the 
attention in your church ? 


ethnic backgrounds all over the world ? 
from within and/or outside the church body ? 
the church body ? 


Does your church test the teachings and prophecies, in accordance 
with the Word and expel the false teachers and prophets when you find 
their teaching does not line up with the Word of God ? 


Does your church proclaim Christ and Christian principles in all 
situations ? 


Does your church hate corruption and do they do anything about it ? 


Has your church left, lost, abandoned their first love, which is Jesus 
Christ ? 


Does your church react correctly when placed under physical and/or 
political pressure from inside/outside the church body ? 

Is your church prepared to proclaim Jesus Christ in the face of 
imprisonment or even death ? 

Does your church have a good record of works, produced by and 
through trials and strife and achieved them through the use of faith in 
Jesus Christ ? 

Can you see : Love, faith, service, patient endurance all in operation in 
your church assembly ? 

Does the works, through faith, increase day by day, in your church 
body ? 

your presence, without corrective action ? 
Does your church have groups, or an individual who likes to gossip 
about other people ? 


Are all the Holy Spirit gifts as per 1. COR. Chapter 12, operating in 

your church on a regular basis ? a 
Are the 9 fruit flavours of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, as per GAL. 
[SEiopeningnyoucnmheguaty? || 
Does your church encourage and practise the operation of the Gifts of 
[icitiySpimmacwamemicoR cig ist | | 
Does you church have elders & deacons appointed as per the book of 
eee es 
Does the elders control and govern the church, or is it controlled by the 

fpamacsdcue? mele 


If your church has "daughter" churches, do they have elders and 
deacons, and are they in complete control of their own daughter 
church, or must they get approval from the "mother" church for 
everything they want to do ? 


Is there a bottle of oil in your church, so that an elder can anoint the 
sick and pray for their complete healing, as per James 5:14 ? 
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Does your church have altar calls for salvation ? How often ? a ae 


When was the last time that someone accepted Jesus Christ in your 

church ? 

Does your church call for people to receive the Holy Spirit into their a 
lives ? 


How often does this happen ? as 


Does your church encourage the believers to be baptized by total 
eee in water ? How often do these baptismal services take place 
Toes you church emphasize that your church should be Holy ? ———EE 


Is your church lIsyourchurchHoly? sss lIsyourchurchHoly? sss 


[-~iaiaeeiaaliasatantl Ma 
all the time ? 

[ri fee ce) 
in John 15:16 ? 

What action does your church take if one believer goes out of the 

church ? Do you follow the instructions of Jesus, as stated in MATT. 

18:12-14 ? 


If the answer to the above is NO !!, do you put it down to statistics of 
this day and age ? just a sign of the times !!! 


What percentage of people who accepted salvation, in your church, 
during the last 2 year period are still practising Christians today ? 
(either in your church or elsewhere) ? 
cicmecwisin yurchrcnduingteiwemoan? || 
of Jesus Christ in your church during the last month ? 
| Howoftendoesthishappen? 


ioGescrpeenadme ee || 
Lord as their personal Saviour ? 

| Are they (your fruit) still strong practising Christians today? | 
[Is your church spiritually alive and awake? | 


fms ete 
action ? 

Does your church give balanced lessons and teachings in all areas of 

the Scriptures, or does it concentrate on one area only - like 

evangelism, but not give proper nurture food for all new believers ? 

Is your church a growing one, or is it one that just has a constant 

stream of changing faces, but with approximately the same number of 

people in the congregation each week ? 
fectypnansataeWateayt | | 
are they hearers of the Word only ? 

feewenanteiaryon sadtiapece || 
Revelations, before you read this book ? 


Did they change anything in the church? rs (a 
How often does this happen ? ss 


Does your church consider the church buildings more important than 
spending money on the mission program and spreading of God's Word 
throughout the earth ? 
feeramayseate wena? || 
they go astray from the Word of God ? 
faapevisocsasescigees? || 
As per what series of Scriptures ? 
saieeemsnacoupemer | | 
believer to take place on its premises ? 
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Does your church have a fund for widows, to help those who are in 
distress, or in need in your congregation ? 
How does your church select their pastor or shepherd ? ee ee 


Do you place more emphasis on the person's educational skill and 
qualifications, or on the "fruit" of his ministry ? 


Does your church participate with other churches in your town, to lift 
up the name of Jesus Christ higher than any other name, or do you 
think they are in competition with you and that they may steal your 
sheep ? Don't all the sheep belong to Jesus Christ, not the individual 
churches ? 


As you are by now aware, it is only two of the churches which are acceptable "in God's 
eyes" to be able to enter the Kingdom of Heaven, in their present states. 


In undertaking the Spiritual Checklist shown above, you can do it as carefully (or as 
carelessly) as you choose. 


The point you must realize is that you do not have to convince me how good your 
individual church is, you have to convince yourself. 


Finally, God Almighty already knows the score, for both your church, and for you, as an 
individual Christian, so don't try to fool Him, it won't work. 


If you find that you did not get a perfect score, then you need to do something about it, 
as only those with "perfect scores" in God's eyes will be able to enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 
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OUT OF DARKNESS 


DETAILS ABOUT THE AUTHOR AND NEW LIGHT MINISTRIES & 
CONSULTING SERVICES PTY. LTD. 


New Light Ministries & Consulting Services P/L was formed initially in Thailand by 
Rani and Jeff Camm, to promote the Word of God through the free distribution of 
books, music and video tapes, all which have a Christian message. 


Jeff Camm was ordained as a Pastor of the United Presbyterian Church of Pakistan in 
1980 and has been lead by the Lord to preach and teach, wherever invited, as a self 
support Pastor. The income to run the New Light Ministries & Consulting Services 
organization comes from his own salary as a Consulting Engineer, and from love gift 
offerings, from Christians who have been led by the Lord to support this ministry. 


If you have found this series of lessons of value, PLEASE PASS THIS BOOK ONTO 
SOMEONE ELSE and/or please write to us and give us your name and address, so that 
we can advise you of future publications by NEW LIGHT MINISTRIES. 

We also have this book in the Thai Language and in German. 


ALL OUR PUBLICATIONS ARE FREE !!! 


If the Lord moves you to give a love gift for the continuation of His work, through this 
type of publication, our mailing address in Australia is given below:- 


Rev. Jeffry David Camm, 

New Light Ministries & Consulting Services Pty. Ltd., 
15 Pottinger Street, TOOWOOMBA, QLD. 4350 
AUSTRALIA. 

Tel: +61-7-46349560 

Fax: +61-7-46349560 

Email : nlmcs @optusnet.com.au 


OUTREACH PROGRAMS 


If you would like New Light Ministries to visit your church, to hold revival meetings, to 
conduct teaching sessions, or just have fellowship, please have your pastor send us a 
written invitation. This will help with visa formalities in some countries. We will 
endeavour to meet each request, as the Lord leads us and finances are forthcoming. 
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